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Dear Friends of Denise Louie Education Center,

As we reflect on the 2023-2024 school year, we are filled with pride and excitement for the
remarkable milestones we have achieved together. Denise Louie opened our new Yesler Terrace
location—an accomplishment that underscores our unwavering commitment to providing
exceptional early childhood education and expanding critical services to more infants and toddlers
in our community.

This year, our Education Centers, Home Visiting program, and Play and Learn groups served over
1,281 children and caregivers. This would not have been possible without the dedicated and
passionate efforts of our teachers, home visitors, and staff. Their tireless work has been essential
to our success as we continue to navigate the long-term impacts of the pandemic on the social,
emotional, and economic well-being of our community.

We look forward to another year of progress and success as we prepare our students for the
transition to kindergarten and life. Together with your commitment, we are continuing to shape a
brighter future for our community. Thank you for standing with us!

Sincerely,

Susan Yang, Executive Director                Kai Shih, Board President

645 
children under the age of five

1,281
children and caregivers served

> 65%
families speak a different

language at home

27
different languages spoken



Our Children

Preparing Kids for Kindergarten
Our preschool program serves predominantly immigrant and refugee families whose children are
between ages three and five, and have an income under $25,100 for a family of four. Priority for
enrollment into the program is given to children in foster care, families experiencing homelessness,
and children with special needs.

3 preschool centers across the Seattle area
213 children served throughout the program year

During the 2023-2024 program year, 70% of children enrolled in the Head Start program were up to
date on their EPSDT examinations and 54% of the children were up-to-date on dental exams. The
dental exam numbers was higher by 13% than the year prior, showing a willingness from our
parents to prioritize dental care alongside preventive health care. 

Ensuring a Successful Start
Early Head Start (EHS) provides low-income families and women with children ages birth to three
or who are pregnant, with services to prepare their child for success. These services include
weekly 90-minute home visits to provide caregivers with early learning activities, parent support,
and health services in their home languages; bi-monthly socialization events to bring together
caregivers to learn about topics they choose, from financial planning to health education; and early
intervention through regular assessments of children’s developmental milestones to identify
special needs and provide resources as early as possible.

65 infants, 126 toddlers, 7 pregnant mothers 
78% of EHS children improved or maintained 5 out of 5 developmental domains that indicate
school readiness



Efforts to Prepare Children for Kindergarten

Key Takeaways from the Assessments Illustrated: 
The percentage of children meeting/exceeding in each Teaching Strategies GOLD® domain
increased each quarter. 
In all 6 GOLD® domains, at least 87% of children met kindergarten readiness targets!
We are so proud of DLEC children for their growth in Social-Emotional and Math skills, since 

       these are challenging areas around the state right now.

Denise Louie Education Center works to ensure that all children are ready for school. With this in
mind, and with the help of parents and teachers, we developed school readiness goals that are
tailored to each program. Each school readiness goal was created using information from parents,
teachers, and data collected through assessment and observation tools.  

During the program year 2023-2024, our goal was that 85% of children would meet
kindergarten readiness targets in 5 of the 6 domains. We met our goal of 85% children
meeting/exceeding in our school readiness goals by Spring in all domains. The data shows
that we have met that goal in PY23-24 with 90% of children having improved or maintained 6
out of 6 developmental domains that indicate school readiness.



2023-2024 Program Budget

FY24-25 BUDGETED REVENUE

Federal Funding
Other Government Funding
Tuition & Fees
Fundraising & Other 
Total

$ 4,902,549
$ 2,187,167
$ 1,441,326
$ 925,500
$ 9,456,542

FY24-25 BUDGETED EXPENSES
Educational & Program Services
Management & General 
Fundraising
Total

$ 5,759,436
$ 3,807,322
$ 35,000
$ 9,601,758 

The program’s operating budget covers
both Educational and Program Services
and Management expenses. Education
costs include teacher salaries, benefits,
classroom supplies, family engagement,
socialization, and kindergarten transition
support. It also funds health, mental
health, and nutrition interventions, as well
as staff professional development,
training, and supervision.

FY23-24 UNAUDITED REVENUE
Federal Funding
Other Govt Funding
Tuition and Fees
Fundraising & Other
Total

$ 4,902,549
$ 2,124,084 
$ 1,117,760
$ 950,000
$ 9,094,393

FY23-24 UNAUDITED EXPENSES
Educational & Program Services
Management & General 
Fundraising
Total

 $ 5,248,564
 $ 3,733,582
 $ 57,227 
 $ 9,039,373



Our Commitment to Our Families
Engaging and Listening to Our
Parents & Guardians

At Denise Louie Education Center, we
actively engage and listen to our parents
and guardians through various initiatives.
Our Policy Council, composed of program
parents, plays a key role in approving
policies, budgets, hiring, and offering
feedback. We also host monthly parent
committees, open to all parents, where
they provide input on class policies and
activities.

Families participated in several ways,
including Monthly Parent Nights, where
they selected topics to address their
needs, and Parent-Teacher Conferences
and Home Visits to discuss each child's
progress. We also encouraged parents to
support their children's homework and
share feedback.

Through Mobility Mentoring, we offer
culturally competent, individualized
support, helping families set personalized
goals and work toward self-reliance by
meeting them where they are and
following their lead.



Play and Learn Successes
Supporting Caregivers: Kaleidoscope Play & Learn
Kaleidoscope Play & Learn groups are free gathering spaces for children birth - 5 years and their
parents or caregivers, with a special focus on supporting Family, Friend, and Neighbor (FFN)
caregivers. Participants meet with others in their community and learn about fostering healthy
child development through 90 minutes of open-ended play, circle time, and resource-sharing. In a
single session, participants speak as many as 8 different languages and come from a wide mix of
incomes. Play & Learn groups are held weekly in the Lake City, Columbia, and Rainier Beach
libraries. For the 2023-2024 school year, we had 232 caregivers and 241 children join us for Play &
Learn.

Thank you to our Community Partners and Funders!

Of surveyed participants,

91% said the program increased their understanding
that through play, children develop skills that prepare
them for school.
77% said they were more likely to use community
activities or services to help the child in their care learn
and be healthy.
86% said they felt more supported as a parent or
caregiver in their community.
97% said they would recommend our program to others
who care for young children.
86% said the program increased their understanding of
the importance of having a nurturing relationship with
the child in their care.



We've Been Busy This Year! 

Neighbor Helping a Neighbor
We are extremely grateful to Amazon for donating
nearly $5,000 worth of supplies to our centers and

home visiting program! With this donation, our centers
were able to receive 155 backpacks to give to our
students. Our home visiting program was able to

distribute 25 baby gates, 50 boxes of diapers, and 35
warm winter accessories. 

Huge thank you to Amazon for helping our families
have the supplies needed to be successful this

upcoming school year!  

One Year with Yesler Terrace!
It has been one year since the doors opened at our
Yesler Terrace education center! 

In the last program year, we offered 3 preschool
classrooms, 2 toddler care classrooms, and a 1
infant care classroom. Our enrollment numbers
steadily grew as the year went on. Our total
enrollment numbers for the school year were 62
preschoolers, 23 toddlers, and 6 infants! 

We hope to increase these enrollments numbers at
Yesler Terrace this upcoming program year! 



Our Donors
We are extremely grateful for the generous support of our 2023-2024 donors. Throughout this year, it has been
an honor to make a difference with you and our families. Thank you! 

▲ D&A Sponsors        ● Grantors            ■ Donated over $1000 

Absher Construction Co. ▲■ 
Allie Armstrong ■
Allison Cochran
Alma Feldpausch
Alvin Chang ■
Amanda & Joshua Chen ■
Amy Murray ■
Amy Powelson
Andrew Glass & Zequn Ma ■
Andy Roberts & Fo-Ching Lu ■
Anne Cochran ■
Anne Simonsen ■
Anne Xuan Clark
Annette Voeller
Anthony-Maymudes Family Foundation ●■
Arakawa Foundation ●■
Arlene Javellana
Banner Bank ▲■ 
Bettie Luke
Betty Lau ■ 
Brenda & Tad Richards
Brittany Strom
Bruce & Deborah Nelson
Burg Family Foundation ●■
Byrd Barr Place
Camela Quinones
Carla Forney ■
Casey Huang
Cathay Bank ●■
Charu Jeevanandam
Chris Pratley ■
Christina Lee
Christine Le
Cindy Lock
Claire Sumadiwirya ▲
Colina Bruce
Daisy Apigo
Dana Guy
David Escame
Deborah Song
Denise Moriguchi & Rob Vong ■
Dylan Howell
East West Bank ▲■
Ellie Tzeng
Ellyssa Tai
Elsie Ling
Eric & Michele Emme ■
Erica Adams
Ernst & Young ▲■
Ethelyn Abellanosa & Paul Facchini ■
Francisco Pacheco
Francoise Pickart
Frieda Takamura
Gayle Funk

We have included all donors who made financial contributions between September 1, 2023 to August 31, 2024. We appreciate all your support. If your name has been
omitted or misspelled, please accept our sincere apology, and contact us at development@deniselouie.org or (206) 806-7389 so we can update our records.

Gildas Cheung
Ginger Kwan
Glenn Kelman & Sylvia Lee ■
Grace Kimm
Grand Property Services, Inc.
Hsinhui Huang
Huaxuan Chen
Ingrid Stegemoeller
Jaime Lee
Jamie Ahn
Janice Deguchi & Chris Grabowski
Janie Bube
Jared Jonson
Jasmin Gonzalez
Jeanne Louie
Jenkis Ng
Jennie Cochran-Chinn & Brian Chinn ■
Jennifer Fabara Smith
Jennifer Wong
Jeremy Kuhlmann
Jeremy Y Wu
Jess Zhu
Jim & Cindy Pinkerton
Joan & Denny Duffell
John H Fine ●■
Jonathan & Aimee Kong ■
Judy Yu & Clay Hall ■
Kai Fujita ■
Kai Shih & Ingrid Chiang ■
Karen Ko & Gary Johnson
Karen Wong
Karin Roberts
Katherine Strange
Ke Hu
Kim Ha
Kristina Garcia
La Verne Chen
Larry Macmillan
Latha Shanthi Rajagopalan
Lee Stanton
Lia & Ben Halasz
Liani Swingle
Liberty Mutual Foundation ●■
Lin Trinh
Lindsey Kenny
Linh Wang
Linnea Hansen
Lori Matsukawa
Lupita Torres
MacDonald-Miller ■
Madeline Haydon ■
Magdalene Teo ■
Mai Reed
Malu Santos

March & Jackson Chao ■
Marie Carlton
Mariko Kakiuchi ■
Marvin Eng
Mary Elizabeth Sprute
Masa Somiya
Matt Harvey
Matt Talbot
Matt Van Hirn
Medina Foundation ●■
Megan O'Patry
Melanie Roper
Melinda Herrin 
Mental Wellness Foundation ●■
Mia Ren
Michael and Sherry Burke
Michael Beebe
Michael OMeara
Mithun ▲■
Mitzi Moore & Kyle Piskel ■
Molina Healthcare of Washington ▲■
Mona Locke & Cory Van Arsdale ■
Morgan Harkness
My Lam
Nate & Ester Michel
Neil Warfield & Erin Toland
Nichol Viton ■
Nicholas Crane
Nikhil & Sarah Mathew ■
Nikki & David Huang ■
Norcliffe Foundation ●■
Olive Goh
Patricia Andre-Edgar
Paul Titialii
Peng Tea
Pert Lin ■
Pivotal Ventures LLC ■
Pledgeling Foundation 
Prima Primitivo
Rachel Price
Ran Liu
Renaissance Charitable Foundation ■
Rene Casio
Rick Wong & Leanne Nishi-Wong
Roger Tucker
Roy Walker
Ruby & Rich Asiodche
Sabrina Brastad
Sai Chaleunphonh ■
Salena Quan
Sarah Pistone
SCIDpda ▲■
Scott Thomas
Seattle Children's Hospital ▲■

Seattle Goodwill ■
Shaniqua Harris
Sharon Tomiko Santos
Sheng-Yen Lu Foundation ▲●■
Sinan Li & Wilson Yang ■
Somany An
Soo Chhay
Sophia Demco ■
Stanley Choo
Stephanie Choi
Stephanie Huang ■
Stephanie Velasco ■
Stephen Lee
Stone Way Eateries LLC
Subi Sundaram
Sunil Kumar
Susan Yang & Jeff Rupert ■
Suzanne Suneson
Tamika R Moss
The Quincy Ells Fund ●■
The Tulalip Tribes ●■
Tina Leung & Steve Nguyen
Tomio & Jenny Moriguchi ■
Tyler Moriguchi & Thy Pham ■
United Way of Greater Atlanta
Uwajimaya ▲■
Vertesia Gutierrez
Vincci Lee
Violet Tsuchida
Vivian & Ben Maritz
Vivian Li
Vivien Koo
Washington Community
Reinvestment Association ■
Wellpoint ▲■
Wendy Allard
WestEd
Whitney & Cullen White
William Lukov
William Lum
William Yang
Windermere Foundation ●■
Xiu Wen Li ■ 
Ye Hoffman
Yolanda Eng
Zayo Group LLC ■



Our Volunteers
Denise Louie Education Center sincerely thanks our 137 volunteers for their donating their time
and energy to the families and children we serve! Your 2947+ hours of service in our classrooms,
office, and at our events have made an immeasurable impact on the lives of the people we serve.
Thank you for believing in our mission of educating and empowering Denise Louie's children and
their families! 

Aarthi Subramani
Abiella Mariscal
Aiden Dabal Carney
Aiden Mai
Alicia Alarcon
Amanda Chen
Amanda Snell
Andrea Delgado
Andy Huang
Andy Zhu
Angie Hong
Annette Voeller
Asbel Biniam
Ashirya Singh
Audrey Szeto
Azalea Hein-Pascubillo
Beka Yadessa
Caleb Wu
Canhui Wu
Carmela Paz
Cayden Wu
Cesca Konshuk-Mas
Christian Teklehaimanot
Christina Congdon
Claranese Upton
Cyan Shaw
Damian Jimenez
Dani Ayala
Dani Rose Keeney
Daniel Huang
Deborah Song
Diahnae Buchanan
Dylan Mendoza Ruiz
Eliab Binyam
Elian Amaya-Quiroz

MISSION: Denise Louie Education Center promotes school and life readiness by providing
multicultural early learning services to children and families, especially those who need our

services the most. We will respect and preserve each child and family’s individuality, cultural
heritage, and home language. We will promote personal and social responsibility with

integrity and love in an environment defined by social justice and peace.

Nikki Murasaki
Noah Vaughan
Noah Boggess
Olivia Hanson
PeiCai Cai
Phan Lac
Raven Perez
Rico Cui
Rita Howard
Sachmitt Kaur
Sarah Li
Sebastian Moriguchi
Sienna Kuang
Sinan Li
Sophia Demco
Stella Hristova
Suzanne Suneson
Sydney Loria
Tali Chinn
Tiffany Huang
Trevor Foulks
Veronica Magana
Vivian Song Maritz
Whitney White
Xiu Wen Li 
Ya Zuo
Yada So
YuQing Huang
Zhang Zheng Yang
ZhuoCai Cai
Zijiang Wilson Yang
Zoey Dabal Carney

Elisheva Ramirez
Elizabeth Felix
Elliya Kim
Emily Mcdaniel
Eric Chen
Ethan Tea
Evelyn Ortega
Florence Davis-Boggess
Gloria Shin
Greyson Wang
Gular Zeynalova
Hannah Kim
Hanqiu Zhong
Harrison Wang
Heran Gebremariam
Hristina Hristova
Hu Hua Ying
HuiLan Ruan
Indigo Alarcon-Prescott
Iris Cai
Isabella Marie Santos
Jack Gamboa
Jacqueline Navarrette
Jaden Lei
Jae Lee
Jaiedyn Alexander
Jake Foronda
Janae Li
Jayden Guan
Jaylani Green 
Jennie Cochran Chinn
Jennifer Yi
Jenny He
Jessica Locke
Jihun Park

JinMing Cai
Jonathan J. Kong
Jose Ruiz Olivera
Juan Martinez Morales
Judy Yu
Kai De Silva
Kai Shih
Kainui Smith
KaiXuan Tan
Kason Hu
Kaylee Lao
Kyle Kwok
Le' Shai Phillips
LeiLani Tuskan
Leylani Ruiz-Olivera
Liliana Amandombi-Bakali
Lin Trinh
Liyah Joiner
Lola Trinchero
Lorena Ramirez
Lorenzo Munoz
Lucas Wu
Madeline Williams
Maria Kang
Marin Ichinose
Martin Wu
Max Fejeran
Meron Gebre
MingZe Huang
Mirella Quiroz
Mitzi Moore
Monika Sanchez
Nani Ozelotzin-Hernandez
Nebyu Gebremariam
Nicolas Huang



Kai Shih, President 
2014 - Present
Owner, Shih Investments

Christina Congdon, Vice President
2021 - Present
Director of Operations, Environmental Works

Mitzi Moore, Treasurer 
2013 - Present
Managing Director, Assurance Services,
Ernst & Young

Lin Trinh, Secretary
2019 - Present

Jonathan J. Kong
2014 - Present
Business Development, Amazon Web
Services 

Board of Directors
Amanda Chen
2020 - Present
Senior Recruiter, Starbucks

Vivian Song Maritz
2021 - Present
School Board Director, Seattle Public
Schools 

Jennie Cochran Chinn 
2021 - Present
Owner, Chinn Technologies 

Deborah Song
2021 - Present
Broker, Windermere Real Estate

Xiu Wen Li 
2022 - Present
Talent Planning Program Manager,
Albertsons
Former Alumni

Whitney White
2023 - Present
Pre-K – 3rd Grade Systems Manager, WaKIDS
State Lead, 
Puget Sound Educational Service District
(PSESD)

Kainui Smith
2023 - Present
General Counsel, Absher

Sinan Li
2024 - Present
Owner, Riversouth Real Estate LLC

Aarthi Subramani
2023 - 2023
Pediatric Hospitalist, Mary Bridge Children’s
Hospital 

Give to DLEC
Our children and families depend on

your support. To make a donation
please visit:

Deniselouie.org/give/donate

Policy Council
Meron Gebre

Mirella Quiroz

Early Head Start & Administration Office 
6363 7th Ave S.                  Tel (206) 347-3017
Suite 240
Seattle, WA 98108           

Beacon Hill 
3327 Beacon Ave. S.          Tel (206) 725-9740 
Seattle, WA 98144             

Mercy Magnuson Place 
7101 62nd Ave. N.E.            Tel (206) 767-8223 
Seattle, WA 98115               

Yesler Terrace 
1225 E Fir St                       Tel (206) 806-7395
Seattle, WA 98104

Locations

Hristina Hristova

Alicia Alarcon

VISION: Denise Louie Education
Center's vision is to educate and

empower children and families to reach
their full potential so they can advocate
for themselves, our communities, and

the world.

Veronica Magana

Lorena Ramirez

Audrey Szeto

Noah Boggess

https://deniselouie.org/give%20/donate/


LEARN MORE


