
Dear Friends of Denise Louie Education Center,

Approaching the end of 2023, my daily reflections remind me
that we are all part of this organization because children
remain our greatest hope for future peace and prosperity in
our community. This year, we joyfully embraced our preschool
children who are the first classes of kiddos born during the
global pandemic. Navigating a distinctive reality, these young
learners find steadfast support from our exceptional staff,
who consistently rise to the occasion, addressing their social-
emotional needs to ensure they are not only prepared to learn
but also thrive both now and in the future. Words fall short in
expressing the gratitude I feel for their dedication.

Looking ahead to 2024, our central goal is to enhance the
compensation for our devoted staff, empowering them to
continue nurturing the sense of belonging for our children
and families within our ever-evolving community. We aspire
to achieve this with a resolute dedication to infusing joy and
laughter, aiming to contribute to the healing of our children.

Sincerely,

Susan Yang, Executive Director

2022-2023
ANNUAL REPORT

568
children under the age of five

1,119
children and caregivers served

> 65%
families speak a different

language at home

28
different languages spoken



Preparing Kids for Kindergarten
Our preschool program serves predominantly immigrant
and refugee families whose children are between ages three
and five, and have an income under $25,100 for a family of
four. Priority for enrollment into the program is given to
children in foster care, families experiencing homelessness,
and children with special needs.

4 preschool centers  
234 children served throughout the program year

During the 2022-2023 program year, 79% of children
enrolled in the Head Start program were up to date on the
schedule of preventative and primary health care and 41%
of the children were up-to-date on dental exams. The
preventative health care numbers was higher by 5% than
the year prior, reflecting a growing trend to go back to the
doctors‘ office.

Our Children 
Ensuring a Successful Start
Early Head Start (EHS) provides low-income families and women with children ages birth to
three or who are pregnant with services to prepare their child for success. These services
include weekly 90-minute home visits to provide caregivers with early learning activities,
parent support, and health services in their home languages; bi-monthly socialization events
to bring together caregivers to learn about topics they choose, from financial planning to
health education; and early intervention through regular assessments of children’s
developmental milestones to identify special needs and provide resources as early as possible.

21 infants, 98 toddlers, 6 pregnant mothers 
86% of EHS children improved or maintained 4 out of 6 developmental domains that
indicate school readiness



Denise Louie Education Center works to ensure that all children are ready for school. With this
in mind, and with the help of parents and teachers, we developed school readiness goals that
are tailored to each program. Each school readiness goal was created using information from
parents, teachers, and data collected through assessment and observation tools.  

Efforts to Prepare Children for Kindergarten

During the program year 2022-2023, our goal was that 85% of children would meet
kindergarten readiness targets in 4 of the 6 domains. We met our goal of 85% children
meeting/exceeding in our school readiness goals by Spring in all domains except Language
and Literacy. The data shows that we have met that goal in PY22-23 with 86% of EHS
children having improved or maintained 4 out of 6 developmental domains that indicate
school readiness.

Key Takeaways from the Assessments Illustrated: 
The percentage of children meeting/exceeding in each TSG domain increased each
quarter. 
Areas that did not quite meet our goal of 85% meeting or exceeding by Spring quarter
were Language and Literacy.
We are so proud of DLEC children for their growth in Social-Emotional and Math skills,
since these are challenging areas around the state right now.



2022-2023 Program Budget
Our Community

FY23-24 BUDGET

Federal Funding
Other Government Funding
Tuition & Fees
Fundraising & Other 
Total

$ 4,542,858 
$ 2,139,943 
$ 949,850 
$ 570,000 
$ 8,202,651 

FY23-24 EXPENSES
Educational & Program Services
Management & General 
Fundraising
Total

$ 6,930,906 
$ 1,063,292 
$ 249,638 
$ 8,243,836 

The program’s operating budget includes
Expenses for Educational and Program
Services, as well as Management and General
expenses. Education and Program Expenses
include line items for instruction, such as
teacher salaries and benefits, classroom
supplies, and other teaching-related
expenses; family engagement, which includes
social service staff and support for parent
activities and kindergarten transition;
interventions, which include health, mental
health, and nutrition; staff professional
development, which includes training and
technical assistance for staff and supervision
and support expenses.

FY22-23 UNAUDITED REVENUE
Federal Funding
Other Govt Funding
Tuition and Fees
Fundraising & Other
Total

$ 4,808,233 
$ 2,291,872 
$ 330,686 
$ 1,694,270 
$ 9,125,061 

FY22-23 UNAUDITED EXPENSES

Educational & Program Services
Management & General 
Fundraising
Total

 $ 7,619,147 
 $ 1,168,878 
 $ 274,427 
 $ 9,062,452 



Engaging and Listening to
Our Parents & Guardians

Last program year, Denise Louie
hosted monthly parent nights
where families help choose topics
and speakers to identify and
support their most immediate
needs, with topics ranging from
financial literacy, nutrition, and
special needs. Our preschool
classrooms also have parent-
teacher conferences and home
visits throughout the year to
facilitate more intimate dialogues
on children’s educational progress.
We encourage families to help
children with their homework, as
well as to provide us with ongoing
feedback, and we welcome families
to volunteer in classrooms. 

Our Policy Council is integral to our
programs’ success and represents
the families we serve. Every year,
parent representatives are elected
from both HS and EHS programs.
Our parent-led Policy Council
functions in partnership with our
Board of Directors to approve
policies, budgets and hiring
decisions, as well as provide
program feedback. 

Our family support and home
visiting teams connect and educate
parents on available resources from
housing and nutrition to immigrant
rights. 

Our Commitment to Our Families

In our End of the Year survey, we asked our parents
two questions: ‘How have Parent-Teacher
Conferences helped your understanding of your
child's education?’ and ‘How has Mobility
Mentoring with your FSS helped your family this
year?’

76% said they have gained confidence in their
ability to help their child be prepared for
kindergarten
62% said they have a better understanding of
the importance of their involvement in their
child's education
50% said they know better how to meet their
family’s needs
41% said they have more resources and
information they need to live a healthy lifestyle 



Supporting Caregivers: Kaleidoscope Play & Learn
Play & Learn is a program for parents and caregivers of young children to learn and explore
together. This facilitated program is designed to support the development of children’s
school readiness skills and to provide education and support for parents and caregivers. 
After providing remote and outdoor groups for nearly 2.5 years due to the pandemic, we
safely transitioned back to onsite services in the Seattle Public Libraries in the fall of 2022. 

Play and Learn Successes!

Thank you to our Community Partners and Funders!

Since that time, we have had 192 caregivers and 215
children join us for Play & Learn. As one of the first
public programs to return to in-person services for the
birth through 5 years age range, Play & Learn provided
many children with their first opportunity to socialize
with peers. Play & Learn groups are held weekly in the
Lake City, Columbia, and Rainier Beach libraries.

Of surveyed participants, 
88% said the program increased their
understanding of child development.
85% said they were more likely to use community
activities or services to help the child in their care
learn and be healthy.
84% said they felt more supported as a parent or
caregiver in their community.
83% reported an increase in understanding that
children develop school-readiness skills when they
play.
100% of participants who completed the survey
said they would recommend our program to others
who care for young children.



We've Been Busy This Year! 

Our Yesler Terrace Capital Project was completed in the
summer of 2023, providing combined living, early learning,
and community-based retail business space. Located within
the 13th & Fir apartment building is our Yesler Terrace
location, which started classes in the fall! Infant care, toddler
care, and preschool classes are offered at Yesler Terrace. 

Yesler Terrace

Successful Partnership with PEPS PEPS and DLEC have partnered since 2021 to offer
Spanish and multilingual peer support groups to
families in their home visitors program. Since
1983, PEPS has helped parents connect and grow
as they begin their journey into parenthood. The
PEPS experience strengthens families, increases
family wellness, and prepares families to cope
with life stresses by creating thriving parent peer-
support groups. Their contributions have paved
the way for a brighter and more inclusive future
for early learning!

Sustainability Campaign
We are excited to launch a 5-year sustainability campaign to
raise $5 million, focusing on the workforce needed to support
children and families. Committed to transforming lives, we
seek to sustain our vital services of providing high-quality early
education and family support. Funds raised will boost our
Educator Compensation & Health & Wellness Initiatives,
enhancing staff wellbeing and addressing cost of living and
wage challenges. Join us in securing a bright future for every
child and their family!

Our Annual Auction
We held our annual dinner and auction on
June 3rd, 2023! The community joined us in
celebrating our 45th anniversary and we are
happy to report that together we raised over
$280,000! We were honored to have the
University of Washington Tacoma Chancellor,
Dr. Lange, a Head Start alumni, as our Guest
Speaker. Dr. Lange talked about the
importance of community and the need for
early education. 

Join us on 6/1/2024 at Museum of Flight for our
46th Dinner and Auction!



We are incredibly grateful for the generous support of our 2022-2023 donors. Throughout this challenging year,
it has been an honor to be making a difference with you and our families. Thank you! 

▲ D&A Sponsors        ● Grantors            ■ Donated over $1000 

Aarthi Subramani & Aroon Nataraj ■
Ali Modarres
Alice Doyel
Alison Mauze ■
Allison Cochran
Alma Feldpausch ■
Alvin Chang ■
Amanda Chen ■
Amazon ■
AmazonSmile Foundation
American Endowment Foundation ● ■
Amerigroup Washington ▲ ■
Amy Murray ■
Andrew Glass ■
Angie Hong
Ani Balasubramaniam
Anne Cochran ■
Anthony Woods ■
Anthony-Maymudes Family Foundation ■
Arakawa Foundation ● ■
Arigin Sakda
Banner Bank ▲
Belinda Louie ■
Beryl Fava
Beth Pflug
Beth Trakimas ■
Bettie Luke
Betty Lau ■
Bhavna Krishan
Bonny Haenlein
Bruce & Deborah Nelson
Carina Luo
Carla Forney
Carrie Lam
Casey Huang
Cathay Bank ● ■
Chad & Carolyn Dunning
Charity On Top Foundation
Charlene Lee
Chi Hoang
Chris De Leon
Chris Pratley ■
Christina Congdon
Cindy Lock
Claire Sumadiwirya ■
Colleen Wilkie
Cornelia M Atwater
Cullen White ■
Daisy Apigo
David Escame
Deborah Song
Deeann Puffert
Demco Consulting
Derek Tsuchida ■
Donna Quach
Dylan Howell
East West Bank ▲ ■
Emily Chou Lee
Eric Phoun
Ernst & Young ▲ ■
Ethelyn Abellanosa & Paul Facchini ■
Eugene Yang & Holly Ginsberg ■

We have included all donors who made financial contributions between September 1, 2022 to September 30, 2023. We appreciate all your support.
If your name has been omitted or misspelled, please accept our sincere apology, and contact us at development@deniselouie.org or (206) 806-7389

so we can update our records.

Our Donors

Fareen Azeez
Fidelity Investments ■
Francis Nguyen
Ginny Hoban ■
Glen Hoagland
Glenn Kelman & Sylvia Lee ■
Gloria Cho
Grace Lee
Grand Property Services, Inc.
Hemangi Parab & Ritesh Desai ■
Hiroki Onitsuka
ICHS ▲
International Community Health Services
Iris Sui
Jack Chen ■
James Goldsmith
James Vary ■
Jamie Ahn
Jane & Robin Fraser
Janice Deguchi & Chris Grabowski
Jayme Mori & Per Junkerman
Jeff Rupert
Jen Lee
Jenkis Ng
Jennie Cochran-Chinn ■
Jeremy & Karen Mazner
Jessica Norouzi
Jim & Cindy Pinkerton
Joan & Denny Duffell ■
Joel Ing ■
Jonathan & Aimee Kong ■
Jonathan McCollum
Josephine Cheng
Judi Tsuchida
Judy Tran
Judy Yu & Clay Hall
Juliette Hoffman
June Akizuki
Junyuan Lin
Justin Sanders
Kai Fujita ■
Kai Ju Han
Kai Shih & Ingrid Chiang ■
Karen Hutchison
Karen Ko ■
Karen Ressmeyer
Kawabe Memorial Fund ● ■
Keerthi Thiruvazhi ■
Kelly Schnell
Kent Koth
Kherlen Cox
Kimberly Simms ■
King County Employee Giving Program
La Verne Chen
Laura Schmiedeknecht
Lauren Adler
Leonard Aamodt
Leslie Rosenberg
Lia & Ben Halasz ■
Liberty Mutual Foundation ● ■
LightUp Financial ▲             
Lillian Scott

Lin Trinh
Linda Diep
Lisa Cheung
Lisha Boyd
Liza Javier
Lytton Gilliland
March Chao ■
Mari Nakata
Marie Carlton
Mariko Kakiuchi
Marpac ▲ ■
Mary Elizabeth Sprute ■
Medina Foundation ■
Melinda Herrin
Merrill Schoonmaker
Mia Santos Herrmann & Tim Herrmann ■
Michael OMeara
Minh-Duc Nguyen
Mithun ▲ ■
Mitzi Moore ■
Miye Moriguchi
Molina Healthcare of Washington ▲ ■
Mr. Everett Billingslea
Mr. Larry Macmillan
Mr. Thomas & Doris Taylor
Ms. Andrea Nakata
Ms. Chau Klies
Ms. Desiree Chinn
Ms. Jamie Lee
Ms. Karin Roberts
Ms. Linda McColgan
Muckleshoot Indian Tribe ▲ ■
My Lam
Myungae Heyduck
Naimdii Binderiya
Nate Michel
Neha Sharma
Neil Warfield & Erin Toland
Nelly Hu Kuo
Nichol Viton ■
Nikki & David Huang
Niru Madhavan
Norcliffe Foundation ● ■
Northwest Children's Fund ● ■
Paula McCormick
Peng Tea
Pert Lin ■
Peter F Nichols
Phan Lac
Pivotal Ventures LLC ■
Rachel Endo
Rachel Wright
Rachtha Dahn
Ravi Rajagopalan ■
Remya Narayanaswami ■
Rick Wong & Leanne Nishi-Wong ■
Roy Walker
Sai Chaleunphonh ■
Salena Quan ■
Samuel Wayne
Sarah AJ Decostanzo
Satterberg Foundation ● ■

Schwab Charitable ■
SCIDpda ▲ ■ 
Seattle Children's Hospital ▲ ■
Seattle Foundation ● ■
Seattle Goodwill ▲ ■
Sejal Jiwani
Shaniqua Harris
Shannon Stone
Shannon Wilson
Sheila Edwards Lange
Sheng-Yen Lu Foundation  ● ▲ ■
Shera Myers ■
Simon Tam
Sinan Li & Wilson Yang
Sophie Johnson
Sprout Hochberg
Stanley Lam
Starbucks ■
Stephanie Huang ■
Stephanie Velasco ■
Steve Gustaveson
Stolte Family Foundation ●
Stone Way Eateries LLC
Susan Duren
Susan Han & Gorman Wong
Susan Yang & Jeff Rupert ■
Tanya Woo
Terry DiJoseph
The Benevity Community Impact Fund ■
The Blackbaud Giving Fund ■
The Clarius Group, LLC
Tina Leung & Steve Nguyen ■
Todd Allan
Todd Weeks ■
Trang Le
United Way of Greater Atlanta
University of Washington Tacoma ▲ ■
Uwajimaya ▲ ■
Vanguard Charitable ■
Vicki Asakura & Mark Okazaki
Victor Mizumori ■
Vincci Lee
Vivian Song Maritz & Ben Maritz
Washington State Combined Fund,  
Employees Of Washington State
Washington Women's Foundation ● ■
West Wind Fund ● ■
William Lukov
William Lum
William N Rumpf
Windermere Foundation ● ■
Wyman Youth Trust ● ■
Xiu Wen Li ■
Yifan Song
Zev & Robin Siegl



Our Volunteers - NEED TO UPDATE
Denise Louie Education Center sincerely thanks our 76 volunteers for their donating their time and energy to
the families and children we serve! Your 5,202+ hours of service in our classrooms, office, and at our events
have made an immeasurable impact on the lives of the people we serve. Thank you for believing in our
mission of educating and empowering Denise Louie's children and their families! 

Our Volunteers 

Aaron Shi
Aarthi Subramani
Alyssa Black
Amanda Chen
Aofan Wang
Ashley Chicas
Awa Njie
Camden Cox
Chandler Jensen
Chase Bergthold
Christina Congdon
Darren Wu
Deborah Song
Denise Moriguchi
Ella Hicks
Elli Prickett
Emily Choi
Emma DiMiceli
Erika Vera
Griselda Ramirez
Hannah Tsam
Hua Ying Hu
Isabella Shaquer
Jamie Shin
Jasmine Molinero

Jayme Mori
Jennie Cochran-Chinn
Jennifer Yi
Jillian Gallegos
Jissel Alvarado
Jon Kong
Jordan Wu
Ju-Ting Cheng
Kai Shih
Kaitlyn LaScala
Karisma Randolph
Kary Zhang
Kate Yuan
Leona Zhao
Lily Ferguson
Linda Yuxin Wu
Lin Trinh
Liv Cheng
María Carrizo Méndez
Mia Gouveia
Michael Ma
Minli Li
Mitzi Moore
Nessa Oxales
Randolp Tang

MISSION: Denise Louie Education Center promotes school and life readiness by providing multicultural early learning
services to children and families, especially those who need our services the most. We will respect and preserve each

child and family’s individuality, cultural heritage, and home language. We will promote personal and social
responsibility with integrity and love in an environment defined by social justice and peace.

Raquel Alvarez-Alfani
Rin Frey
Ruyuam Tom
Sarah Kadado
Selena Yu
Shawna Fan
Shawna Student
Shay Williams
Shuyu Huang
Sijeeta Deb
Sinan Li
Sionet Nickerson
Songwei Huang
Sophia Demco
Theo Bickel
Victoria Jackson
Virginia Wanjiru
Vivian Song Maritz
Whitney White
Xiu Wen Li
Yong Guo
Yuanyuan Lei
Yueyuan Lei
Yuz Yuan
Zheng Zhang



Board of Directors 
Kai Shih, President 
2014 - Present
Owner, Shih Investments

Christina Congdon, Vice President
2021 - Present
Director of Operations, Environmental
Works

Mitzi Moore, Treasurer 
2013 - Present
Managing Director, Assurance Services,
Ernst & Young

Lin Trinh, Secretary
2019 - Present

Jonathan J. Kong
2014 - Present
Business Development, Amazon Web
Services 

Amanda Chen
2020 - Present
Senior Recruiter, Starbucks

Vivian Song Maritz
2021 - Present
School Board Director, Seattle Public
Schools 

Jennie Cochran Chinn 
2021 - Present
Owner, Chinn Technologies 

Deborah Song
2021 - Present
Broker, Windermere Real Estate

Xiu Wen Li 
2022 - Present
Talent Planning Program Manager,
Albertsons
Former Alumni

Whitney White
2023 - Present
Pre-K – 3rd Grade Systems Manager,
WaKIDS State Lead, 
Puget Sound Educational Service District
(PSESD)
 
Aarthi Subramani
2023 - Present
Pediatric Hospitalist, Mary Bridge
Children’s Hospital 

Kainui Smith
2023 - Present
General Counsel, Absher

Alyssa Black
2020 - 2023
Human Resources Manager,
Zymeworks Biopharmaceuticals, Inc.

Jayme Mori
2021 - 2023
Attorney, Schwabe Williamson & Wyatt
PC

Give to DLEC
Our children and families depend

on your support. To make a
donation please visit:  

Deniselouie.org/give/donate

Policy Council
Penny Marie Curry

Briktawite Yimer

Cisco Malpartida

Galena White

Mesganaw Woredework

Negatu Demessie

Phuong Ton

Ruby Milovidova

Selam Kassa

Sereve Tekle

Shaohua (Joshua) Qiu 

Whitney White

Early Head Start & Administration Office 
5333 15th Ave. S.                Tel (206) 347-3017
Suite 1K 
Seattle, WA 98108           
 

Beacon Hill 
3327 Beacon Ave. S.          Tel (206) 725-9740
Seattle, WA 98144             

Mercy Magnuson Place 
7101 62nd Ave. N.E.            Tel (206) 767-8223 
Seattle, WA 98115               

Yesler Terrace 
1225 E Fir St                       Tel (206) 806-7395
Seattle, WA 98104

Locations

Grace Leung

Jiayan lei

Jasmine Mack

Lorena Ramirez-Cruz

VISION: Denise Louie Education
Center's vision is to educate and

empower children and families to
reach their full potential so they
can advocate for themselves, our

communities, and the world.

https://deniselouie.org/give%20/donate/

