
Dear Friends of Denise Louie Education Center,

This year, perhaps more than ever, we appreciate the power of
people reconnecting to each other, and the priorities, we have
for growth and expansion. We have a great deal to celebrate:
the 100+ guests who attended our in-person auction; the
Kraken partnership where families experienced the joy of
skating and the tremendous pride that staff had when the
math scores of 97% of our preschool children exceeded
expectations for children of their age after we implemented our
new math curriculum. We continue to expand our reach, and
with the $7.4 capital campaign wrapped up and construction
underway, soon 97 more children will be served at the Denise
Louie Education Center at Yesler. To accommodate the increase
in community demand for our services, we stand ready to
generate the resources necessary to invest in, grow, and sustain
a high-quality early learning workforce. We know this is no easy
feat in a city like Seattle, where the cost of living is so high, but
are confident we will meet this challenge, and our ongoing
aims to provide exceptional services, with you at our side. 

Sincerely,

Susan Yang, Executive Director

2021-2022
ANNUAL REPORT

475
children under the age of five

1138
children and caregivers served

1,279+
referrals made

> 65%
Families speak a

different language
at home

28
different

languages
spoken



Our Children 
Ensuring a Successful Start
Early Head Start (EHS) provides low-income families and women with children ages birth to
three or who are pregnant with services to prepare their child for success. These services
include weekly 90-minute home visits to provide caregivers with early learning activities,
parent support, and health services in their home languages; bi-monthly socialization events
to bring together caregivers to learn about topics they choose, from financial planning to
health education; and early intervention through regular assessments of children’s
developmental milestones to identify special needs and provide resources as early as possible.

52 infants, 85 toddlers, 7 pregnant mothers 
63% of EHS children improved or maintained 5 out of 6 developmental domains that
indicate school readiness

4 preschool centers (1 more, Yesler) under construction 
217 children served throughout the program year
5.5% of Head Start eligible children in Seattle were 
served by DLEC
64% received dental, hearing, vision, and/or physical 
exams

Preparing Kids for Kindergarten
Our preschool program serves predominantly immigrant and 
refugee families whose children are between ages three and 
five, and have an income under $25,100 for a family of four. 
Priority for enrollment into the program is given to children in 
foster care, homeless families, and children with special needs.

During the 2021-2022 program year, 73% of children enrolled in 
the program received medical exams and 55% of the children 
are up-to-date on dental exams. These numbers are significantly 
higher than the number of children that received medical or 
dental exams last program year (46% and 21% respectively). 

We hope that this trend continues to grow as vaccinations for 
children aged 5 and under are now available and families are 
becoming more comfortable visiting medical and dental offices 
as we slowly progress out of the pandemic. 

 



Denise Louie Education Center works to ensure that all children are ready for school. With this in
mind, and with the help of parents and teachers, we developed school readiness goals that are
tailored to each program. Each school readiness goal was created using information from
parents, teachers, and data collected through assessment and observation tools.  

Efforts to Prepare Children for Kindergarten

During the program year 201-2022, our goal was that  85% of children would meet kindergarten
readiness targets in 5 of the 6 domains. The data shows that we have met that goal in 
PY21-22 with our children meeting or exceeding the 85% goal in all domains. The latest data
from the Washington Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction show that DLEC exceeded
the average percent of students ready for kindergarten in Washington state by the end of the
Program year 2021-2022.

 The Washington Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction has not yet updated its averages
for the percent of students ready for kindergarten. The averages are currently based on 2019-2020
Washington State goals. We will be sure to update this information as soon as it is available to us.
Moving forward, we will use this information to consider different strategies around professional
development to ensure all sites meet benchmarks in all areas and continue to monitor student
outcomes.



2022-2023 Program Budget

Our Community

FY22-23 BUDGET

Federal Funding
Other Government Funding
Tuition & Fees
Fundraising & Other 
Release from Restrictions
Total

$4,529,344
$1,979,840
$902,487
$1,780,000
$150,000
$9,341,671

FY22-23 EXPENSES
Educational & Program Services
Management & General 
Fundraising
Total

$8,324,534
$1,042,125
$1,412
$9,368,071

The program’s operating budget includes
Expenses for Educational and Program
Services, as well as Management and General
expenses. Education and Program Expenses
include line items for instruction, such as
teacher salaries and benefits, classroom
supplies, and other teaching-related
expenses; family engagement, which includes
social service staff and support for parent
activities and kindergarten transition;
interventions, which include health, mental
health, and nutrition; staff professional
development, which includes training and
technical assistance for staff and supervision
and support expenses.

FY21-22 UNAUDITED BUDGET
Federal Funding
Other Govt Funding
Tuition and Fees
Fundraising & Other
One-Time Funding 
Total

$4,664,186
$1,859,964
$515,915
$718,000
$373,931
$8,131,996

FY21-22 UNAUDITED EXPENSES

Educational & Program Services
Management & General 
Fundraising
Total

$6,814,325
$1,277,214
$40,000
$8,131,539

2021-2022 DLEC Family Types 

2021-2022 DLEC Student Ages 

2021-2022 DLEC Family Ethnicities 



1279 referrals were made for our
enrolled families.

Engaging and Listening to
Our Parents & Guardians
Last program year, Denise Louie
hosted monthly parent nights where
families help choose topics and
speakers to identify and support their
most immediate needs, with topics
ranging from financial literacy,
nutrition, and special needs. Our
preschool classrooms also have
parent-teacher conferences and
home visits throughout the year to
facilitate more intimate dialogues on
children’s educational progress. We
encourage families to help children
with their homework, as well as to
provide us with ongoing feedback,
and we welcome families to
volunteer in classrooms. When March
2020 came around, all of our
meetings and trainings became
virtual. 

Our Policy Council is integral to our
programs’ success and represents the
families we serve. Every year, parent
representatives are elected from both
HS and EHS programs. Our parent-
led Policy Council functions in
partnership with our Board of
Directors to approve policies,
budgets and hiring decisions, as well
as provide program feedback. 

Our family support and home visiting
teams connect and educate parents
on available resources from housing
and nutrition to immigrant rights. 

Our Commitment to Our Families



A gentle transition back into the world.
Play & Learn is a program for parents and caregivers of young children to learn and
explore together. This facilitated program is designed to support the development of
children’s school readiness skills and to provide education and support for parents and
caregivers. 
Originally provided at the Lake City, Columbia, and Rainier Beach Libraries, these sessions
were transitioned into a weekly virtual session, hosted by the Seattle Public Libraries and
open to the public.

Play and Learn Successes!

Thank you to our Community Partners
and Funders!

While offered in the virtual space in 2020, we
transitioned our group for Mercy Magnuson Place
families from Zoom into the outdoors in the fall of 2021.

257 participants joined us for Play & Learn.
141 children
105 caregivers
11 guests, including authors from our newest
community partner, Duck Duck Books, who
began hosting a monthly multilingual storytime
within our sessions for our virtual families.

We held 101 virtual and in-person sessions through
out the year.
Our online virtual Play & Learn library that we
created in 2020 continues to be accessed by
families with nearly 500 new views on YouTube.

Overall, in 2021-2022:



We've Been Busy This Year! 

We wrapped up our $7.4 million capital campaign for Yesler
Terrace in 2021 positioning us for more early learning
expansion. The Yesler Terrace Capital Project will provide
combined living, early learning, and community-based retail
business space to meet the needs of families with incomes
from 30% - 60% of Area Median Income (AMI).

Yesler Terrace

Release the Kraken! We partnered with The Seattle Kraken
We appreciate our partners, The
Seattle Kraken, for introducing
ice skating to many of the Denise
Louie children and families. The
even was held on June 10, 2022
with 51 attendees!  We hope to
continue this partnership to
show our families and kiddos the
fun of skating!

Mayor Bruce Harrell Kicked off Seattle's Preschool Program with DLEC

Mayor Bruce Harrell and Seattle DEEL Director 
Dwane Chappelle visited our International 
District site in April of 2022 to launch the Seattle 
Preschool Program applications and opening of 
7 additional classrooms at sites across Seattle 
including DLEC's International District School! 

Fundraisers We had 2 auctions, eight months apart, and
raised over $412,000 this year! We were
ecstatic that after over 2 years of virtual
fundraising, DLEC held its first in-person gala
since October 2019 on June 4, 2022. This was a
true turning point for us in this COVID-19
pandemic. The Denise Louie gala, dubbed
"The Future is Bright," met its fundraising goal
of over $200,000 with over 100 guests
attending the fete at Magnuson Park.
Northwest Asian Weekly did a wonderful job
highlighting our annual event. We want to
send a big thank you to all the community
businesses that supported us! 

L to R: Seattle Department of Education and Early Learning Director Dwane Chappelle, Denise
Louie Education Center's Executive Director Susan Yang and Seattle Mayor Bruce Harrell 

L to R: DLEC Development Director Nikki Huang, Auction Co-Chair Jennie Cochran-Chinn,
DLEC Execuitve Director Susan Yang, Auction Co-Chair Denise Moriguchi  



We are incredibly grateful for the generous support of our 2021-2022 donors. Throughout this challenging year, it
has been an honor to be making a difference with you and our families. Thank you! 
▲ D&A Sponsors        ● Grantors            ■ Donated over $1000 

Aaron Ng
Adrian Gamboa
Aileen Marie Tubo & Eric Liang
Alice Doyel
All Boats Rising Fund ● ■
All in Washington ● ■
Allison Olmstead
Alma Feldpausch ■
Alyssa Black ■
Alyssa Penner
Amanda Chen ■
Amanda Lendrum
AmazonSmile Foundation
American Endowment ■
Foundation ■
Amerigroup Washington ▲ ■
Amy Storrs
Andrew Glass ■
Angela Griffin
Anne Cochran ■
Anne Simonsen
Anne Xuan Clark ■
Anonymous ■
Anson Olson
Arthur Olson
Banner Bank ▲ ■
Benevity ■
Best Starts for Kids ● ■
Bettie Luke
Bill & Melinda Gates 
Foundation ● ■
Boeing Company ● ■
Brian Tanner
Bright Funds
Bruce & Deborah Nelson
Carla Forney ■
Cate Sturtevant
Cathay Bank Foundation ● ■
Catilin Perkins
Charity On Top Foundation
Charlotte Henkle
Cheryl Black
Chris Pratley ■
Christina Congdon
Christine Page
Chuck Chan ■
Cindy Lock
City of Seattle ■
Claire Sumadiwirya
Claudia Sierra
Columbia Bank ▲ ■
Community Roots ▲ ■
Cummings, Fraser + Associates,
LLC ▲ ■
Cuong Pham
Cyril Jos
Daisy Apigo
Dan Chan ■
Dan Kemnitz ■
Daniel DiPasquo & Robin Li ■
Darin Arrasmith
David Niimi
David Weston
Deborah Song ■
Denis Harney
Denise Moriguchi ■

We have included all donors who made financial contributions between September 1, 2021 to September  31, 2022. We appreciate all your support. If
your name has been omitted or misspelled, please accept our sincere apology, and contact us at nhuang@deniselouie.org or (425) 533-0805 so we can

update our records.

Our Donors

Dennis & Ellen Friedman
Dennis W Rock
Duck Duck Books
Dylan Howell
East West Bank ▲ ■
Elizabeth Cochran ■
Elizabeth Spalt
Ellen Cole
Elsie Ling
Elyse Sandoval
Emily Anthony & David Maymudes ■
Emily Locke
Environmental Works ▲ ■
Eric Hallberg
Erin Okuno
Ernst & Young ▲ ■
Ethelyn Abellanosa & Paul Facchini ■
Eugene Yang ■
Facebook Foundation
Francis & Irma Herrmann
Francis Nguyen ■
Fred Meyer Community Foundation
Gary Murphy
George Song
Gildas Cheung
Gina Garcia
Glen Laurant
Gloria Cho
Goldman Sachs Philanthropy Fund ■
Group Health Community 
Foundation ▲ ■
Guadalupe Torrez
Hannah Lidman
Hannah Sokol
Hsinhui Huang
Huy Ta
ICHS ▲ ■
iQuest Charitable Foundation ▲ ■
Jaden Lambros
James Kaing & Karen Phu
Jamie Ahn
Jane & Robin Fraser
Janice Deguchi & Chris Grabowski
Jayme Mori ■
Jeff Rupert ■
Jemma Kosalko
Jen Pilbeam
Jena Yang
Jenkis Ng
Jennie Cochran-Chinn ■
Jennifer Day ■
Jennifer Gray
Jeremy Y Wu
Jessica Locke ■
Jiayi Yan
Jim & Cindy Pinkerton
Jim Simpkins
Joan and Denny Duffell ■
Jody Cook
Joe Padilla
Joel Ing
John Brown
John R Hults
Johnny Pun
Jonathan & Aimee Kong ■
Joon Kim

Jordan Ross
Jordan Wolff
Joseph Guanlao
Judy Tran
Judy Yu & Clay Hall ■
Jui Feng Lin
Juliette and John Hoffman ■
Justin Sanders
Justin Sanders
Kai Ju Han
Kaiser Permanente ▲ ■
Kaley Tengan
Kara Nakashima
Karen Green Smith
Karen Ko
Karen Ressmeyer ■
Kat Lin ■
Katherine Strange
Kellen Cheng
Kelsey Hanning
Kent Koth
Kevin Ong
Kris Langohr
Kristen Burm
Lake Partners Strategy Consultants
Lara Sim
LaShawn Jenkins
Laura Schmiedeknecht
Lawrence Wen-Kai Shih ■
Lee Stanton
Leona Zhao
Lia Halasz
Liberty Mutual Foundation ● ■ 
Lin Trinh ■
Linh Tran
Linnea Hansen
Lisa Ma
Lorraine Lee
Luke Yarnall
Lyn Vong
Mai Nguyen & Lester Tran ■
Malu Santos
March F Chao ■
Marcia Lee
Marie Carlton
Marie Shimansky
Mariko Kakiuchi
Mark Okazaki
Mark W. Crawford
Marla Mullen
Marpac ▲ ■
Mary Batterson
Mary Elizabeth Sprute ■
Mary Murray
Matt Harvey
Medina Foundation ● ■
Megan Jimenez
Mental Wellness Foundation ● ■
Meredith Corporation Foundation
Michael Bush & Sally Knodell
Mithun ▲ ■
Mitzi Moore ■
Molina Healthcare  ▲ ■
Molly Harris ■

Mona Locke
Mr. Charles Wilkinson
Mr. Chris & Mrs. Nancy Towers ■
Mr. Everett Billingslea
Mr. Gregory Tuai
Mr. Larry Macmillan
Mr. Michael Burke ■
Mr. Michael Huffman
Ms. Amanda Snell
Ms. Amy Bensinger ■
Ms. Chau Klies
Ms. Elaine Ishihara
Ms. Frieda Takamura
Ms. Karin Roberts
Ms. Lori Matsukawa
Ms. Maiko Winkler-Chin
Ms. Rosalind Schoof
Ms. Teresita Batayola ■
Muckleshoot Indian Tribe ● ■
My Lam
Nancy Hallberg
Natalie Chan
Neil Warfield & Erin Toland
Network For Good
Nichol Viton ■
Nikita Lee
Nikki and David Huang ■
Nina Luu
Norcliffe Foundation ● ■
Norman Archibald Charitable ● ■
Foundation
One4All Charitable
Pam Pell
Patricia Andre-Edgar
Paul Huppert
Paula McCormick
Paula Steinke
Peter F Nichols
Peter Junkerman
Peter McAteer
Prince Pandey
Puyallup Tribe of Indians ● ■
Rachel Milah
Rachel Shekell
Rich Asiodche ■
Rich Nardi
Rick Wong & Leanne Nishi-Wong
Rika Laing
Robin Kilgannon
Roger Tucker
Rosalina Apigo
Ross Laing
Roy Walker
Ryan Wong
Sai Chaleunphonh ■
Salena Quan
Schwabe Charitable Fund ■
SCIDpda ▲ ■
Seattle Children's Hospital ▲ ■
Seattle Foundation ● ■
Seattle Goodwill ▲ ■
Selina Pittari
Serena Li
Sharon Tomiko Santos
Sheng-Yen Lu Foundation ▲ ● ■
Sinan Li

Sine Bodden
Skylar Olson
Snoqualmie Indian Tribe ● ■
Sophia Demco
Sprout Hochberg
Starbucks ● ■
Stephanie Huang ■
Stephanie Mano
Stephen Hurd & Caroline Shelton
Steve Woo
Steven Birnbaum
Steven Chalmers
Stone Way Eateries LLC
Sunderland Foundation ● ■
Susan Duren
Susan Han
Susan Yang ■
Swedish Medical Center ● ■
Tamika R Moss
Ted Padua
Thai Trinh
Thanh Ta
The Blackbaud Giving Fund ■
The Fales Foundation Trust ● ■
The Stocker Foundation ● ■
The Tulalip Tribes ● ■
Thu Ngo
Tim Norris
Tina Chien
Tina Draughon ■
Tina Leung ■
Toby Donner ■
Tracy Thai
Un Hi Pak
Union Bank Foundation ● ■
United Way of Greater Atlanta
United Way of King County
Urban League of Metropolitan 
Seattle ■
Uwajimaya ▲ ■
Vanguard Charitable 
Vertesia Gutierrez
Vertesia Payne
Vicky Yin-Randall
Vincci Lee
Vince Hui
Vivian Maritz ■
Waddell & Reed ▲ ■
Wanjing Zhou
Washington State Combined Fund,
Employees Of Washington State ■
Washington State Department of
Children, Youth, and Families ■
Wei Ying Wong
Wennie Hong
Will Ng ■
William N Rumpf
William Tedesko
Windermere Foundation ● ■
Wing Chan
Wyman Youth Trust ● ■
Xiu Wen Li
Yasminda Dorrough
Zev & Robin Siegl
Zev Siegel
Zijiang Yang



Our Volunteers - NEED TO UPDATE

With an especially challenging year, Denise Louie Education Center sincerely thanks
our 15 volunteers for their donating their time and energy to the families and children
we serve! Your 232.75 hours of service in our classrooms, office, and at our events have
made an immeasurable impact on the lives of the people we serve. Thank you for
believing in our mission of educating and empowering Denise Louie's children and
their families! 

Afnaan Arteh 
Hadga Endeshaw 
Gina Garcia 
Galena White
Shaohua Qiu 
(Joshua) 

MISSION: Denise Louie Education Center promotes school and life
readiness by providing multicultural early learning services to children
and families, especially those who need our services the most. We will
respect and preserve each child and family’s individuality, cultural
heritage, and home language. We will promote personal and social
responsibility with integrity and love in an environment defined by
social justice and peace.

Our Volunteers 

Whitney White 
Ruby Milovidova 
PennyMarie Curry
Mesganaw 
Woredework 
Jiayin Zhen 

VISION: Denise Louie Education
Center's vision is to educate and
empower children and families to
reach their full potential so they
can advocate for themselves, our
communities, and the world.



2021-2022 Board of Directors 
Kai Shih, President 
2014-present
Owner, Shih Investments

Amanda Lau Chen, Vice President 
2020-present
Talent Acquisition, Starbucks 

Lin Trinh 
2020 - present
Project Manager, The Capacity
Collective 

Vivian Maritz
2022- present
School Board Director, Seattle
Public Schools 

Xiu Wen Li 
2022-present
Internal Talent Strategist, Amazon
Former Alumni

Jonathan J. Kong, Secretary
2014-present
Business Development Finance,
Amazon Web Services 

Mitzi Moore, Treasurer 
2013-present
Manager, Assurance Services, Ernst
& Young

Laura Schmiedeknecht 
2019-present
Marketing and Community
Relations Representative,
Amerigroup 

Christina Congdon 
2021-present
Project & Operations Manager,
Environmental Works

Jayme Mori 
2021-present
Litigation Attorney, Schwabe
Williamson & Wyatt

Jennie Cochran Chinn  
2021 - present
Owner, Chinn Technologies 

Alyssa Black
2020-present
Senior HR Manager, Avalyn Pharma

Deborah Song
2022-present
Broker, Windermere Real Estate

Give to DLEC
Our children and families depend
on your support. To make a
donation please visit: 
 Deniselouie.org/give/donate

2021-2022 Policy Council
Mekedes Birke

Cuina Chen

Xiao Fen Deng

Leo Fesili

Sebastiana Laureano

Christine Ma

Crystal Mendoza

Fatiya Mohamed

Fatiya Mohamed

Danielle Murray

Yadira Ramirez-Cortes

Jeronimo Santiago

Paola Sierra Gonzalez

Alex Truong

Vay Vong

Haiyan Yi

Locations
Early Head Start & Administration Office 
5333 15th Ave. S.                Tel (206) 767-8223 
Seattle, WA 98108            Fax (206) 767-2919
 
Beacon Hill 
3327 Beacon Ave. S.          Tel (206) 725-9740
Seattle, WA 98144             Fax (206) 725-9775 

International District 
801 S. Lane St.                    Tel (206) 621-7880
Seattle, WA 98104            Fax (206) 621-8814

Lake Washington 
9061 Seward Park Ave. S., Bldg.16        Tel (206) 721-0214
Seattle, WA 98118                                      Fax (206) 721-8025 

Mercy Magnuson Place 
7101 62nd Ave. N.E.                                  Tel (206) 767-8223
Seattle, WA 98115                                     Fax (206) 767-2919

Yesler Terrace (Opening Fall 2023)
808 Fir Street
Seattle, WA 98104

https://deniselouie.org/give%20/donate/

