
Dear Friends,
I can't help but look back to the beginning of the pandemic,
when we just didn't know what the future held for us and for our
children and families. In this second pandemic school year, as
the future continues to surprise us, I feel my confidence and
hope growing because our kiddos continue to succeed. Despite
mask-wearing, remote learning challenges, staffing shortages,
and so many other obstacles that stand in the way of learning,
our children continue to demonstrate that they are ready for
kindergarten when they leave our doors.

In the fall of 2020, our preschoolers started below the WA state
goals for kindergarten readiness in almost every area. By the
Spring, they had surpassed every one - and by over 20% points
in math! These kiddos have worked incredibly hard, and it truly
shows in the numbers found in this report. 
 
We are all so grateful for the commitment, passion, and heart
that shines from every corner of our hardworking DLEC
community - from staff, to families, to donors, to partners.

Sincerely,

Susan Yang, Executive Director

2020-2021

ANNUAL REPORT

475
children under the age of five

1138
children and caregivers served

1,220
referrals made

> 65%
Families speak a

different language
at home

24
different

languages
spoken



2020-2021 Program Budget

Our Community

FY21-22 BUDGET

Federal Funding
Other Government Funding
Tuition & Fees
Fundraising & Other 
Release from Restrictions
Total

$4,774,186
$1,724,964
$515,915
$592,524
$373,931
$7,981,520

FY21-22 EXPENSE
Educational & Program Services
Management & General 
Fundraising
Total

$7,067,952
$873,568
$40,000
$7,981,520

The program’s operating budget includes
Expenses for Educational and Program
Services, as well as Management and General
expenses. Education and Program Expenses
include line items for instruction, such as
teacher salaries and benefits, classroom
supplies, and other teaching-related
expenses; family engagement, which includes
social service staff and support for parent
activities and kindergarten transition;
interventions, which includes health, mental
health, and nutrition; staff professional
development, which includes training and
technical assistance for staff and supervision
and support expenses.

FY20-21 UNAUDITED BUDGET
Federal Funding
Other Govt Funding
Tuition and Fees
Fundraising & Other
Release from Restritions
Total

$3,552,438
$1,862,293
$174,187
$165,225
$934,258
$6,688,401

FY20-21 UNAUDITED EXPENSE

Educational & Program Services
Management & General 
Fundraising
Total

$5,768,842
$694,643
$152,160
$6,615,645

2020-2021 DLEC Family Types 

2020-2021 DLEC Student Ages 

2020-2021 DLEC Family Ethnicities 



Yesler Terrace Early Learning Center

Targeted Beneficiaries: Children from birth to age 5 and their parents/caregivers
Impact: At least 97 children (37 infants and toddlers, 60 preschoolers)
Details: 6 classrooms, office spaces, laundry room, kitchen, and playground
Project Timeline: With the ground breaking ceremony held on May 19, 2021, the project is
predicted to be completed in early 2023.

8,400 square-feet of childcare and early learning.
Project Description:

Pictured left to right: Chris Persons, Community Roots Housing CEO; Maiko Winkler-Chin, SCIDpda Executive Director; Kai Shih,
DLEC Board President; Kert Lin, DLEC Alum and Bailey Gatzert Elementary Teacher; Susan Yang, DLEC Executive Director; and
Nikki Huang, DLEC Director of Development. 

Pictured above: Kert Lin, DLEC Alum and Bailey Gatzert Elementary Teacher, with Maiko Winkler-Chin, SCIDpda Executive
Director, at May 19, 2021 groundbreaking ceremony.

 Situated across from Bailey-Gatzert
Elementary School, the location of DLEC's
founding preschool site, the Yesler Terrace
Capital Project will provide combined
living, early learning, and community-
based retail business space to meet the
needs of families with incomes from 30% -
60% of Area Median Income (AMI).



Our Children 
Ensuring a Successful Start
Early Head Start (EHS) provides low-income families and women with children ages birth to
three or who are pregnant with services to prepare their child for success. These services
include weekly 90-minute home visits to provide caregivers with early learning activities,
parent support, and health services in their home languages; bi-monthly socialization events
to bring together caregivers to learn about topics they choose, from financial planning to
health education; and early intervention through regular assessments of children’s
developmental milestones to identify special needs and provide resources as early as possible.

91 infants, 72 toddlers, 9 pregnant mothers 
70% of EHS children improved or maintained progress in four out of five developmental
domains that indicate school readiness

4 preschool centers
148 children served throughout the program year
5.5% of Head Start eligible children in Seattle were served by DLEC
68% received dental, hearing, vision, and/or physical exams

Preparing Kids for Kindergarten
Our preschool program serves predominantly immigrant and refugee
families whose children are between ages three and five, and have an
income under $25,100 for a family of four. Priority for enrollment into the
program is given to children in foster care, homeless families, and children
with special needs.

During the 2020-2021 program year, 46% of children enrolled in the
program received medical exams and 21% of the children are up-to-date on
dental exams. It should be noted that the lower medical and dental exams
are likely attributed to the COVID-19 pandemic. The New York Times
reported that preventative care decreased drastically from the onset of the
pandemic. Data from the Health Care Cost Institute shows that childhood
vaccinations for hepatitis, measles, whooping cough, and other diseases
had a significant decrease. One of particular concern was the measles
vaccinations which fell 73% in mid-April of 2020 and remained down 36%
at the end of June 2020. From the data drawn from millions of health
insurance claims by the Health Care Cost Institute, there shows a consistent
pattern that many Americans remained wary of going into hospitals and
medical offices for fear of increased exposure to COVID-19. This worry is also
reflected in our families who shared their concerns about receiving medical
and dental exams to their home visitors and family service providers. 



Denise Louie Education Center works to ensure that all children are ready for school. With this in
mind, and with the help of parents and teachers, we developed school readiness goals that are
tailored to each program. Each school readiness goal was created using information from
parents, teachers, and data collected through assessment and observation tools.  

Efforts to Prepare Children for Kindergarten

During the program year 2020-2021, our goal was that  85% of children would meet
kindergarten readiness targets in five of the 6 domains. The data shows that most of the
children met or exceeded the goal. The latest data from the Washington Office of
Superintendent of Public Instruction show that DLEC exceeded the average percent of students
ready for kindergarten in Washington state by the end of the Program year 2020-2021.

 The Washington Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction has not yet updated their
averages for the percent of students ready for kindergarten. The averages are currently based on
2019-2020 Washington State goals. We will be sure to update this information as soon as it is
available to us. Moving forward, we will use this information to consider different strategies
around professional development to ensure all sites meet benchmarks in all areas and continue to
monitor student outcomes.



1220 referrals were made for our
enrolled families.

Engaging and Listening to
Our Parents & Guardians
Last program year, Denise Louie
hosted monthly parent nights where
families help choose topics and
speakers to identify and support their
most immediate needs, with topics
ranging from financial literacy,
nutrition, and special needs. Our
preschool classrooms also have
parent-teacher conferences and
home visits throughout the year to
facilitate more intimate dialogues on
children’s educational progress. We
encourage families to help children
with their homework, as well as to
provide us with ongoing feedback,
and we welcome families to
volunteer in classrooms. When March
2020 came around, all of our
meetings and trainings became
virtual. 

Our Policy Council is integral to our
programs’ success and represents the
families we serve. Every year, parent
representatives are elected from both
HS and EHS programs. Our parent-
led Policy Council functions in
partnership with our Board of
Directors to approve policies,
budgets, and hiring decisions, as well
as provide program feedback. 

Our family support and home visiting
teams connect and educate parents
on available resources from housing
and nutrition to immigrant rights. 

Our Commitment to Our Families



Our Impact During the Pandemic

506 
Parenting

Education  

359
Health

Training  

223
Emergency

Crisis 

54
Mental Health 

37
ESL

Assistance 
18

Adult
Education/Job

Training 

14
Housing

Assistance 

8 
Asset

Building
Services

A snapshot of goods and services DLEC provided  to young
children and families during the 2020-2021 program year:

We assisted
families with the

following services
and referrals:

31,800lbs+
of Healthy food

delivered
 

89+
In-person

learning classes 

2,100+
Home visits

offered to families 

117+
Children in daily

zoom lessons

2,100+ 
Wipes

24,480+ 
Diapers  

We Delivered:

130+ 
Formulas



Transitioning into the virtual world of learning
Play & Learn is a program for parents and caregivers of young children to learn and
explore together. This facilitated program is designed to support the development of
children’s school readiness skills and to provide education and support for parents and
caregivers. Originally provided at the Lake City, Columbia, and Rainier Beach Libraries,
with the onset of the pandemic, all services were transitioned into the virtual space.

Play and Learn Successes!

Our Community Partners and Funders:

1165 children and caregivers accessed virtual Play & Learn services.
23 recorded virtual sessions, videos, and resources were posted to the virtual Play & Learn
library on Deniselouie.org.

In 2020-21, 

59 virtual Play & Learn sessions held via
Zoom including:

Welcome songs and sharing time
Stretches and indoor exercises
Songs featuring gross and fine motor
skills
Stories and books featuring diverse
characters and cultures
Resources to support families
An overarching curricular theme that
supports kindergarten readiness and
caregiver learning.



We are incredibly grateful for the generous support of our 2020-2021 donors. Throughout this challenging year, it
has been an honor to be building the foundations for opportunity with you and our families. Thank you! 
▲ D&A Sponsors        ● Grantors         ♦Table Captains         ■ Donated over $1000 

Aaron Ng
Adrian Gamboa
Alice Doyel
Alicia Guzman
All Boats Rising Fund ■
All in WA ● ♦
Allison Olmstead
Alma & Robert Feldpausch ■
Alyssa Black
Amanda & Yi-Hao Chen ■ ♦
Amanda Lendrum
Amanda Snell
AmazonSmile Foundation 
Amerigroup Washington ▲
Amy Bensinger & Duncan Rowe
Amy Storrs 
Andrew Glass & Zequn Ma
Angela Griffin
Anne Clark ■
Anne Cochran ■
Anne Simosen
Annie Huang
Anonymous Donors ■
Anonymous Donors ▲
Anonymous Donors
Banner Bank ▲
BECU ▲
Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation ●
Boeing Company ●
Brian Tanner 
Bright Funds
Carla Forney ■
Cate Sturtevant
Cathay Bank ▲
Charlotte Henkle
Cheryl Black
Child Care Resources ●
Chris Pratley ■
Christina Congdon
Christine Page
Cindy Lock
Claudia Sierra 
Columbia Bank ▲
Community Roots Housing ▲
Cummings, Fraser + Associates, LLC▲
Cuong Pham
Cyril Jos
Dan Chan ■
Daniel DiPasquo  & Ami Nguyen ■
Darin Arrasmith
Deborah & Bruce Nelson
Denise Morguchi ■
Dennis & Ellen Friedman
Dylan Howell
East Seattle Foundation ●
East West Bank ▲

Elizabeth Cochran ■ ♦
Ellen Cole
Elsie Ling
Elyse Sandoval
Emily Anthony  & David Maymudes■
Emily Locke
Environmental Works ▲
Eric Halberg
Ernst & Young LLP▲
Eugene Yang  & Holly Ginsberg ■
Facebook Payments Inc.
Fred Meyer Community Rewards (Kroger)
Gary Murphy
Gina Garcia
Glen Laurant
Goldman Sachs Philanthropy Fund ●
Gregory Tuai & Benling Wong
Guadalupe Torrez
Huiming & Leona Zhao
Huy Ta
ICHS ▲
Jack Chen
Jaden Lambros 
James Garlant
Jamie Ahn
Jane & Robin Fraser
Jayme Mori
Jen Philbeam
Jenkis Ng
Jennie Cochran-Chinn ■
Jeremy Wu
Jim & Cindy Pinkerton
Jim Simpkins
Joan & Denny Duffell ■ ♦
Jody Cook
Joe Padilla
John Brown
John Hults
Jon & Aimee Kong ■
Joon Kim 
Jordan Ross
Joseph Guanlao
Josh Goodell
Judy Yu ■ ♦
Jui Feng Lin
Juliette Hoffman ■
Kai Shih  & Ingrid Chiang ■ ♦
Kaiser Permanente ▲
Kaley Tengan
Karen Ko & Gary Johnson
Karen Ressmeyer ■
Karen Smith
Kat Lin & Greg Kicska ■
Katherine & Wade Strange
Kawabe Memorial Fund ●
Kelsey Hanning

Kent Koth
Lake Partners Strategy Consultants
Larry Macmillan & Billie Young
Lauren Schoen
Leanne Nishi-Wong & Rick Wong
Lee Stanton
Liberty Mutual Foundation ●
Lin Trinh
Linh Tran & Cliff Alagar
Linnea Hansen ■
Lisa Ma
Lori Matsukawa
Luke Yarnall 
Lyn Vong
Maiko Wikler-Chin
March & Jackson Chao ■
Marie Carlton
Mariko Kakiuchi
Mark Crawford
Mary Batterson
Mary Elizabeth Sprute ■ ♦
Mary Murray
Matt Harvey
Medina Foundation ●
Megan Jimenez
Mental Wellness Foundation ●
Michael & Sherry Burke
Michael Huffman
Mimi Gan
Mithun ▲
Mitzi Moore ■
Molina Healthcare of Washington ▲
Molly Harris ■
Mona Locke
Muckleshoot Indian Tribe ■
My Lam
Nancy & Chris Towers ■
Natalie Chan
Nelson, Bruce & Deborah
Network For Good
Nichol & Fernando Viton ■
Nikita Lee
Nikki & David Huang ■ ♦
Nina Luu ♦
Nishank Varshney
Norcliffe Foundation ●
Norma Martinez
Norman Archibald Charitable Foundation ●
Patricia Andre-Edgar
Paul Facchini & Ethelyn Abellanosa ■
Peter McAteer & Mei Hua Chu
Peter Nichols 
Puyallup Tribe of Indians ●
Rachel Shekell
Rick Wong & Leanne Nishi-Wong
Rika Laing

Robert Greyber ■
Robin Kilaganoon 
Roger Tucker & Becky Barnett
Rosalind Schoof
Ross Laing
Ruby & Rich Asiodche ■
Sally Knodell & Michael Bush 
Schwabe ▲
SCIDpda ▲
Seattle Foundation ●
Selina Pittari
Sharon Honda 
Sharon Tomiko Santos
Sheng-Yen Lu Foundation ▲
Sine & Kendall Bodden
Snoqualmie Indian Tribe ●
Sprout Hochberg
Stanley Choo
Stephanie & Yu Hua Ho Huang ■
Steven Birnbaum ■
Sunderland Foundation ●
Susan Duren
Susan Han
Susan Yang  & Jeff Rupert ■ ♦
Swedish Medical Center ●
Tamika Moss
Teresita Batayola
Thai Thrinh
Thanh Ta
The Benevity Community Impact Fund ■ 
The Blackbaud Giving Fund ●
The Fales Foundation Trust ●
The Tulalip Tribes ●
Tim Norris 
Tina Draughon ■ ♦
Tracy Thai
Un Hi Pak
Union Bank Foundation ▲
United Way of Greater Atlanta
Urban League of Metropolitan Seattle ●
Uwajimaya ▲
Vanguard Charitable ●
Vertesia Payne
Vivien & Benjamin Song-Maritz ■
Waddell & Reed ▲
Wanjing Zhou
Washington State Department of
Children, Youth and Families ●
Waddell & Eve Rumpf
Wei Ying Wong & Josh Todd
Wennie Hong
William Affolter
William & Eve Rumpf
Windermere Foundation ●
Wyman Youth Trust ●
Yifan Song
Yi-Hao Chen 

We have included all donors who made financial contributions between November 1, 2020 to October 31, 2021. We appreciate all
your support. If your name has been omitted or misspelled, please accept our sincere apology, and contact us at
nhuang@deniselouie.org or (425) 533-0805 so we can update our records.

Our Donors



Our Volunteers - NEED TO UPDATE

With an especially challenging year, Denise Louie Education Center sincerely thanks 
 our 15 volunteers for their donating their time and energy to the families and children
we serve! Your 232.75 hours of service in our classrooms, office, and at our events have
made an immeasurable impact on the lives of the people we serve. Thank you for
believing in our mission of educating and empowering Denise Louie children and their
families! 

Alberta Martinez
Angel Liang
Christy Nguyen
Cindy Hoang
Clarisse Lee
Emily Choe
Evy Wu

MISSION: Denise Louie Education Center promotes school and life
readiness by providing multicultural early learning services to children
and families, especially those who need our services the most. We will
respect and preserve each child and family’s individuality, cultural
heritage, and home language. We will promote personal and social
responsibility with integrity and love in an environment defined by
social justice and peace.

Our Volunteers 

Jenny Almonidovar
Joanna Pelayo
Katie Nagayama
Kristina Lai
Lakeithia Sakin
Megan Thao
Tran Nguyen
Yurong Shao

VISION: Denise Louie Education
Center's vision is to educate and
empower children and families to
reach their full potential so they
can advocate for themselves, our
communities, and the world.



2020-2021 Board of Directors 

Kai Shih, President 
2014-present
Owner, Shih Investments

Ruby Asiodche 
2019-present
Privacy Officer, BECU

Kristen Burm 
2017-2020
Member Business Administrator,
Microsoft

Fuchsia-Rose Camacho 
2015-2020
Former DLEC Parent

Joan Cole Duffell 
2012-2020
Executive Director, Committee for
Children

Jonathan J. Kong, Secretary 
2014-present
Business Development Finance,
Amazon Web Services 

Mitzi Moore, Treasurer 
2013-present
Manager, Assurance Services, Ernst &
Young

Laura Schmiedeknecht 
2019-present
Marketing and Community Relations
Representative, Amerigroup 

Mary Sprute 
2019-present
Policy Advisor, Washington
Department of Children, Youth, and
Families

Linh Tran 
2018-2020
Assistant Attorney General, WA State
Office of the Attorney General

Wei Ying Wong
2019-2021
Vice President, Learning & Innovation,
Woodland Park Zoological Society

Give to DLEC
Our children and families

depend on your support. To

make a donation please visit: 

 Deniselouie.org/give/donate

2020-2021 Policy Council
Mekedes Birke

Cuina Chen

Xiao Fen Deng

Leo Fesili

Sebastiana Laureano

Christine Ma

Crystal Mendoza

Fatiya Mohamed

Fatiya Mohamed

Danielle Murray

Yadira Ramirez-Cortes

Jeronimo Santiago

Paola Sierra Gonzalez

Alex Truong

Vay Vong

Haiyan Yi

Locations
Early Head Start & Administration Office 
5333 15th Ave. S.                Tel (206) 767-8223 
Seattle, WA 98108              Fax (206) 767-2919
 
Beacon Hill 
3327 Beacon Ave. S.          Tel (206) 725-9740
Seattle, WA 98144             Fax (206) 725-9775 

International District 
801 S. Lane St.                    Tel (206) 621-7880
Seattle, WA 98104              Fax (206) 621-8814

Lake Washington 
9061 Seward Park Ave. S., Bldg.16        Tel (206) 721-0214
Seattle, WA 98118                                   Fax (206) 721-8025 

Mercy Magnuson Place 
7101 62nd Ave. N.E.                               Tel (206) 767-8223
Seattle, WA 98115                                  Fax (206) 767-2919

https://deniselouie.org/give%20/donate/

