
Dear Friends,
This summary of our annual achievements is also my chance to thank 
you for your part in what DLEC accomplished last year. I’m most grateful 
for and proud of DLEC’s staff who worked tirelessly to help close the 
early learning opportunity gap for our city’s low-income, immigrant, 
and refugee children and their families. I’m thrilled to report that 
during the 2015-16 school year, 85% of our preschoolers were prepared 
for kindergarten, and 92% of our infants and toddlers improved or 
maintained their progress in four out of five domains that indicate 
school readiness. This year, as in every year, I am in awe of our team 
members’ skill, diligence, and perseverance.

I am also very appreciative of our Board members and Policy Council for 
their wisdom and generosity. Maintaining an inclusive and safe high-
quality learning environment for our children is neither simple nor easy. 
Their steadiness and support has made this year a success for DLEC.

And finally, I’d like to extend a big thank you to our 304 individual 
donors, 42 funders, and 158 volunteers who made our mission possible 
this past year. I am touched to see your names listed here year after year. 
Our progress depends on you. I call on you to stay engaged, connected, 
and in touch. You are the heart and soul of DLEC, and we hope we’ve 
done you proud.

Sincerely,

Susan Yang
Executive Director

2015–2016
ANNUAL REPORT

Thank You
Galatoomi

Mahadsanid

Nuwari

Gracias

Salamat

Yekeniyeley

Cảm ơn bạn

630
children under the age of five

589
unique families served

992
referrals made

74%
immigrants 

and refugees

15
languages 

spoken



2   2015-2016 Denise Louie Education Center Annual Report

From Early 
Head-Start
Intervention to  
Kindergarten
Eddie was enrolled in EHS while his 
mother was still pregnant. His family 
emigrated from rural southern Mexico 
several years earlier, and did not speak 
English. At six months, Eddie was not 
meeting developmental milestones 
for his age: he wasn’t attempting to 
move his body, did not make eye 
contact, and had limited vocalization. 
Eddie’s mother felt like she was failing 
him, and that his delays were her fault 
because of her own limited education. 

A home visitor 
worked with Mom to 
reaffirm that she was 
Eddie’s first and most 
important teacher, and 
referred him to Early 
Intervention. Eddie began receiving 
weekly physical, occupational, and, 
later on, speech therapy, and Mom 
began attending Circle of Security 
and bi-weekly Early Intervention 
classes, which helped her to recognize 
her own parenting insecurities and to 
better respond to Eddie’s needs. As a 
result, his growth and development 
began to look much more typical, and 
now, he no longer requires special 
needs in three of the four areas that 
were originally identified. Today, 
Eddie is finishing up his last year of 
preschool at Denise Louie and will 
enter general education kindergarten 
next year, where he will continue his 
speech progress.

Our Children
Ensuring a Successful Start

Early Head Start (EHS) provides low-income families and women with 
children ages birth to three or who are pregnant with services to pre-
pare their child for success. Our programs include weekly 90-minute 
home visits to provide caregivers with early learning activities, parent 
support, and health services in their home languages, bi-monthly 
socialization events to bring together caregivers to learn about topics 
they choose, from financial planning to health education and early 
intervention through regular assessments of children’s development 
milestones to identify special needs and provide resources as early 
as possible.

 • 74 infants

 • 124 toddlers

 • 12 pregnant mothers

 • 92% of EHS children improved or maintained progress in four 
  out of five developmental domains that indicate school readiness

Preparing Kids for Kindergarten

Our preschool program, including Head Start, serves predominantly 
low-income, immigrant, and refugee children. Priority enrollment 
into the program is given to children in foster care, homeless 
families, and children with special needs.

 • 3 preschool centers

 • 241 children

 • 85% of preschoolers met or exceeded expectations and were 
  prepared to enter kindergarten

Of the 33 children who aged out of EHS, 30 entered a Head Start 
program and two entered another early childhood program.

FY16 Audited Revenue  

Head Start $1,547,526 

Early Head Start $1,252,906 

Other Govt Grants $933,785

Fundraising & Grants $581,467

Capital Campaign Contributions $115,000

United Way $58,905

Tuition & Fees $215,335

Investments & Other $2,779

Total $4,707,703

FY16 Audited Expenses

Educational & Program Services $3,756,460

Management & General $562,795

Fundraising $143,604

Total $4,462,859

FY17 Budgeted Revenue  

Head Start $1,637,088 

Early Head Start $1,332,906

Other Govt Grants $815,331

Fundraising & Grants $226,500

United Way $29,452

Tuition & Fees $322,000

Investments & Other $2,600

Total $4,365,877

FY17 Budgeted Expenses

Educational & Program Services $3,821,917

Management & General $568,303

Fundraising $116,541

Total $4,506,761

2015-2016 Program Budget
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Embracing Diversity

25%
Black or

African American

31%
Asian

13%
White

7%
Bi/multi-racial

1%
American Indian 
or Alaska Native

1%
Native Hawaiian 

or Pacific Islander
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Our Community
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From Parent to 
Board Member
Rose first heard about DLEC through 
Project Access Northwest and 
Harborview Pediatrics. Her daughter, 
Mia, did not have health insurance, 
and Rose was concerned about her 
socialization and speech skills. Mia 
did not have many other children 
to play with because they recently 
relocated to a new part of Seattle 
and Rose’s older children had already 
moved out. At DLEC, Mia entered EHS 
for her speech, and Rose participated 
in Circle of Security and other 
parent trainings. Rose joined the 
Policy Council after learning about 
it through socialization events and 
home visits. A board member came 
to one of the Council meetings and 
invited Rose to check out a board 
meeting. She later joined the board, 
through which she has represented 
DLEC at workshops in North Bend 
and Chicago. Mia graduated from EHS 
to enter a Seattle Public School HS 
program, referred to Rose by DLEC, 
so Mia could continue her progress.

Engaging Our Parents and Guardians

Last program year, Denise 
Louie hosted bi-monthly parent 
nights where families help 
choose topics and speakers 
to identify and support their 
most immediate needs. Our 
preschool classrooms also have 
parent-teacher conferences 
and home visits throughout 
the year to facilitate more 
intimate dialogues on children’s 

educational progress. We encourage families to help children with 
their homework, as well as to provide us with ongoing feedback, and 
we welcome families to volunteer in classrooms.

Our Policy Council is integral to our programs’ success and represents 
the families we serve. Every year, parent representatives are elected 
from both HS and EHS programs. Our parent-led Policy Council 
functions in partnership with our Board of Directors to approve 
policies, budgets, and hiring decisions, as well as provide program 
feedback.

 • 24 parent nights

 • 12 Policy Council meetings

 • Over 10% of education staff is former program parents

Our Families
Building Stronger Communities

Our family support and home visiting teams connect and educate 
parents on available resources ranging from housing and nutrition to 
immigration rights and healthcare.
 
992 referrals made for 297 families, including the following:

 • 109 received emergency/crisis 
  intervention to meet basic needs

 • 73 received housing assistance

 • 158 received adult education 
  or English as a Second 
  Language training 

 • 54 received job training

 • 271 received health training

 • 201 received parenting   
  education

 • 65 received mental health 
  services

 • 73 received child abuse or 
  domestic violence support
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Our Commitment
More School Readiness: Camp Panda

Camp Panda is a six-week learning program hosted at our Beacon Hill 
and ID sites that is designed for children with little to no preschool 
experience, or those who are behind. The program goal is to prepare 
children for kindergarten during the summer prior to their enrollment.

 • 51 four- and five-year-old children during summer 2016

More Bonding: Circle of Security

Circle of Security is an eight-week, research-based intervention 
program designed to help parents understand child attachment 
patterns, increase their awareness of children’s needs, and improve 
their responses to meet them. Each group focuses on eight to 10 
parents, and is offered in English, Spanish, Mandarin, French, and 
Vietnamese.

 • 20 families served through Circle of Security

More Wellness: Health Care Institute Training

Health Care Institute (HCI) trainings empower staff and families to be 
the first and most important guardian of their children’s health. HCI fo-
cuses on coping with common childhood illnesses through tips, a health 
book, and various tools, to help keep the doctor away all year long.

 • 95 families participated in HCI trainings

More Caregiver Support: Kaleidoscope Play 
and Learn

For eight years, Denise Louie has partnered with the Seattle Public 
Library (SPL) and Child Care Resources to offer Kaleidoscope Play and 
Learn—a free, drop-in program designed to create a safe, culturally 
diverse environment for caregivers and young children to learn and 
explore together. Current facilitators speak English, Spanish, Amharic, 
German, Cantonese, and American Sign Language.

 • 129 90-minute Play & Learn sessions held last year at three SPL 
  branches (Columbia City, Lake City, and Rainier Beach)

 • 140 children and families served every month on average

 • 87% of caregivers reported that Play and Learn gave them a 
  better understanding of their role preparing their child for 
  kindergarten

 • 78% participating households came from very low- to moderate-
  income households

From Early 
Learners to 
Top Readers
More than 100 EHS families 
participated in our annual Read-a-Thon, 
a three-month literacy event to 
support learning experiences at 
home. Parents and caregivers received
 training on interactive reading 
practices, such as describing 
illustrations and asking open-ended 
questions to their little readers. With 
the help of parents and caregivers, 
our top three readers Ison (29 months), 
Marissa (26 months), and Olivia (26 
months) submitted a total of 5,765 
reading minutes—an average of 21 
minutes a day! 



Our Donors
We are incredibly thankful for all of our donors’ generous support last year. Their contributions have helped to create 
more opportunities for and to ensure the success of the children and families we serve every day!

* Dinner & Auction Corporate Sponsor      + Dinner & Auction Table Captain        Contributed more than $1,000        Grantor

Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation 
Boeing Company *
Camber Collective *
Churchwomen of St. Stephen’s 
Episcopal Church 
City of Seattle
Coach Matching Gift Program
Committee for Children *
Community Health Plan 
 of Washington *
Davis Wright Tremaine LLP *
Emerald City Graphics *
Environmental Works
Ernst & Young *
Fred Meyer Community Rewards
Ginkgo Foundation
Kawabe Memorial Fund 
King County Employee 
 Giving Program
Muckleshoot Indian Tribe *
Norman Archibald Charitable 
 Foundation 
Northwest Asian Weekly 
 Foundation
Northwest Children’s Fund 
Piercey Fisheries Inc.
Puyallup Tribe of Indians 
Robert Chinn Foundation 
SCIDpda 
eScrip
Seattle Children’s Hospital *
Seattle Foundation 
Seattle University Athletics *
Sheng-Yen Lu Foundation 
Silicon Valley Community 
 Foundation
Starbucks Matching Gifts Program 
Swedish Medical Center
SwitchPoint LLC
GE Foundation 
Truist
Tulalip Tribes 
United Healthcare *
United Way of King County 
Uwajimaya *
Vital Tea Leaf
Washington Dental Service 
 Foundation *
West Wind Fund 
Leonard Aamodt 
Paul & Carol Abodeely
Scott Adams
Cynthia Adams
Brian Adelsberger
William Affolter
Nicholas Alcivar
Sara Alula
Maria Amor

Emily Anthony & David Maymudes 
Nick & Haley Apollo
Nancy Ashley
Hannah Bachelder
Rebecca Barnett
Jan Beck
Elizabeth Bennett
Amy Bensinger
Aster Berhane
Ashley Bertolin
Vikas Bhatia
Cathy Bieler
Susie Birdsong
Adam Blauvelt & Frances Lin
Kendall & Sine Bodden 
Arjun Bole
Jennifer Bolton
Ebony Booker
Natasha Breidenbach
Daniel Bretl
Lora Brewsaugh
Madeline Busby
Scott Cadagan
Timothy Callahan
Fuchsia-Rose Camacho
Chad & Kelsey Camp
Patty Carrel
Nicky Chan
Hasna Charbadoui
Tom Chen
Cherry Chen
Chong Chen
Grace Cheong 
William Cheung
Dan Chhan 
Amy Chiaverini & Mark Lippert
Brian Chinn
Glenn Chinn
William Chon
Hung Chu
Ben Chu
Jake & Jennifer Civitts
Annie Clark
Jennie Cochran-Chinn 
Doug Coleman
Susana Contreras-Mendez
Jake Cooney
Mark Crawford
Matt Cristallo
Dakota Cruse
Miao Miao Dang
Ryan David
William Davis
Janice Deguchi & Chris Grabowski
Pamela Derry
Cheryl DiNovi & John Thull
Cuong Do
Martha Dominguez

Alice Doyel
Denny & Joan Duffell 
Binh Duong
Susan Duren
Wesley & Luz Marina Dyring
Ayan Elmi
Steven Hamai & Marina Espinoza
Paul Facchini & Ethelyn Abellanosa
Matthew Falk
Erika Fardig
Shawn Farrell
Robert & Alma Feldpausch 
Flora Ferguson
Carla Forney
Jennifer & Eric Fox
Marisa Franco
Pete Temple & 
 Kirsten Franklin-Temple
Nora Freedman & Rey Guzman
Kai Fujita
Roger Fujita & Vicky Yuki
Stephen Fuller
Gayle Funk
Aaron & Katie Gallagher
Mimi Gentry 
Eugene Gousie & Kathy McMullen
Amy Gray
Haley Green
Patrick Hamacher
Jessie Hammes
Tina Han
Susan Han & Gorman Wong
Chuck Harbaugh
George Harkin
Matt Harvey
Derek Heaton
Charlotte Henkle
Rosa Hernandez
John Hirsh
Linda Ho
Bill Hogan
Elizabeth Holohan
Cristina Holt
William Holt
James Hong
Carol Hu
David & Nikki Huang
Paul & Jane Huang
Patricia Hunter & Renee McCoy
Stephen Hurd & Caroline Shelton
Richard Israel
Brianna Jackson
Jackie Jainga-Hyllseth
Andrew Jay
Ellen Jin
Sejal Jiwani
Jennifer Jones
Ryun Jun 

Suma Kashi
Sheila Kelley
Silvia Kennedy
Abe Kim
Craig Kirkman
Deborah Klibanoff
Chau Klies
Karen Ko
Jonathan & Aimee Kong 
Bhavna Krishan
Stanley Lam
Julie Le
Grace & Johnny Lee 
Benjamin Lee
Tina Leung
David Wilson & Sarah Leung
Pert Lin
Andrew Liproace
Rafael Liu
Barnabas & Jo Lo
Jack Lo
Suet Lock
Adrian Lopez
Christian K. Love
Fo-Ching Lu
Alisa Luber
William Lukov
Ronald Lum
William Lum
Maya Lusis
Lanie Luu
Nina Luu
Carl Lyons
Larry Macmillan
Heena Macwan
Kelly Martin
Sarah Mathew
Mark Mathewson
Henry & Elizabeth Mayorga
Nohora & Fernando Mayorga
Jeremy & Karen Mazner 
Patrick McAleese
Laura McAlister
Dean McColgan
Paula McCormick
Elizabeth McFeely
Richard Meng
Hans-Karl Meyer & Chia-Hui Lin
Linda Minato
Nadine Miyahara
Kay Mok & Christopher Holt 
Jim & Tami Moore
Mitzi Moore 
Tomio & Jenny Moriguchi
Denise Moriguchi
Lia Moriguchi
Miye Moriguchi
Tyler Moriguchi & Thy Pham
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Our Volunteers
Thank you to our 158 volunteers for their donating their time and energy to the families and children we serve! Your 8,920 hours of 
service in our classrooms and at our events have made an immeasurable impact on the lives of the people we serve. Thank you for 
believing in our mission of educating and empowering Denise Louie children and their families!

Aiyi Lei
Alice Msheda
Alondra Vaca
Amanda Mayo
Anna Joyce
Anne Garrett
Annie Weng
Aracely Magana
Bing Lee
Bonita Hom
Caitlin Lende Campbell
Carla Lee
Chau Nguyen
Cheyenne Fields

Chong Chen
Daniel Chang
Dara Welch
Dominic Amorosia
Duy Nguyen
Elisa Yuen
Elizabeth Bobadilla
Emily Petersen
Erika Ortiz
Fulan Li
Gabriel Spearin
Gordon Pepe
Guilan Wang
Heather Kim

Hong Chen
Hui Zhou
Hui Liu
Iris Gonzalez
Iris Wagner
Iris Wang
Jacqueline Do
Jacqueline Garcia
Jade Ng
Jane Lee
Jeanette Bravo
Jennifer Jain
Jia Wang
Jinxia He

Joel Oerter
Jordan Chan
Justina Guyott
Karen Zhong
Kenedie Reeves
Lailanie Rabena
Laura Arpin
Magna Baltazar
Maria Lazaro
Maria Villafan
Megan OPatry
Melanie Orejudos
Mia Herrmann
Michelle Jelen

Mimi Schear
My Nguyen
Nicole Pinkus
Pan Xu
Penny Low
Qi Huang
Rachel Bryan
Rachida Maurou
Ramziya Amini
Rosa Castaneda
Ruth Sigua
Sally Alvarez
Sarah Wong
Sheena Meng

We have included all donors who made financial contributions between November 1, 2015 to October 31, 2016. If your name has 
been omitted or misspelled, please accept our sincere apology, and contact us at ekilkelly@deniselouie.org or (206) 973-1810 x316 
so we may update our records.

Shelena Yarukhina
Stacy An
Sushan Fan
Tehya Widmann
Thuxuan Nguyen
Tiantian Gao
Valeria Calvario
Veronica Guzman
Vyvy Bui
Xiao Huang
Xin Chen
Yaneli Iman
Yasmeen Pelayo
Zhibin Ding 

Barbara Nabors-Glass
Bruce & Deborah Nelson 
Carmen Ng
Steven Nguyen
Tina Nguyen
Catheryne Nguyen
Mai Nguyen & Lester Tran 
Phuong Nguyen
Sylvia Nguyen
Vinh Nguyen
Peter & Claire Nichols
Kelsey Noonan
Brody O’Connor
Philip Palmroth
Katrina Paradine
Guyanthonny Parramore
Akhil Patel
James & Carol Perdue
Janey & Jeffrey Petty
Henning Pfleger
Vanessa Pfleger
Kyle Piskel
Tanya Plair
Zach Plude
Donna Quach
Salena Quan
Camela Quinones
Navdeep & Jagpreet Rai
Austin Rainwater
Rebekah Raye
Kathryn Reed

Nicole Reed
Mia Ren
Marc Riddell
Jesse Robbins
Khanh Rudin
William N Rumpf
Dan Rupert
Jeff Rupert & Susan Yang 
Erica Sanford
Francis & Irma Herrmann 
Iva Sarnova
Donna Sato
Matthew Saunders
Joseph & Shelby Scovel
Barry & Colleen Scovel
Brandon Shackelford
Ken Sheffler
Priya Shenoy
Kai Shih & Ingrid Chiang 
Kuang-Yen Shih
Denis Shin
Zev & Robin Siegl
Lara Sim
Navreet Singh & Ana Maria McCleary 
Inderjit & Rajinder Manhas
Ghida Sinno
Jamie Slaven
Shena Smith-Connolly
Beth Somerfield
Elizabeth Spalt
Lee Stanton

Susan Stasik
Paula Steinke
Sarah Stempski
Amy Storrs
Katherine Strange
Robert & Anita Stuart
Jonathan Suchland
Judy Summerfield
Ellen Suzuki
Mary Kay Talbot
Collin Tam
Quinnie Tan
Terry Tan
Brandon Tan
Nelson Tang
Lewis Tang
Jennifer Teeler
Amela Thaviseth
Peter Todd
Eric Todderud
Rene Toolson
Judy Tran
Thao Tran
Denise Tuan
Aileen Marie Tubo & Eric Liang
Susan & Jose Valdez 
Sanjeev Verma
Mary Vo
Tom Phillips & Julie Wade
Roy Walker
Dion Walter

Richard Wang & Tia Kim
Jerry Wang
Stephanie Wang
Jack Warner
Joanna Watkins
Sam Wayne
Nataniel Westheimer & 
 Jacqueline Dodd 
Sara Whalen
Lynette Whooley
Chris Williamson
Josephine Willis
Evan Willis
Neil Beaver & Rachelle Wills 
Susan Wojahn
Richard & Sally Wolf 
Winnie Wong
Debbie Wong
Rick Wong & 
 Leanne Nishi-Wong
Ruby Wu
Leonard Wu
Angela Wu
Eugene Yang 
Shelena Yarukhina
Shirley Yim
Andy Yim
Pierce Young
Jenny Yu 
Judy Yu & Clay Hall
Huiming Zhao

MISSION: Denise Louie Education Center promotes school and life readiness by providing multi-cultural early learning ser-
vices to children and families, especially those who need our services the most. We will respect and preserve each child and 
family’s individuality, cultural heritage, and home language. We will promote personal and social responsibility with integrity 
and love in an environment defined by social justice and peace.
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Sine Bodden, President
2012-Present
Community Member

Joan Duffell, Vice President
2012-Present
Executive Director, 
Committee for Children

Mitzi Moore, Treasurer
2013-Present
Senior Manager, Ernst & Young LLP

Jonathan Kong, Secretary
2014-Present
Engagement Manager, 
Camber Collective

Alma Feldpausch
2013-2016
Senior Manager, ENVIRON
DLEC Parent Alumni

Kai Shih
2014-Present
Owner, Shih Investments

Shelby Scovel
2014-2016
Assistant Director, 
Cambia Health Solutions

Guyanthony Paramore
2014-2016
DLEC Parent Alumni

Fuchsia-Rose Camacho
2015-Present
DLEC Parent Alumni

Grace Chen
2015-2017
Owner, Growing Grace Orchids

Mimi Gentry
2015-2017
Attorney, Davis Wright Tremaine LLP

Jenny Yu
2015-2016
Senior Financial Analyst, 
Starbucks Corporation

Hemangi Parab
2016-present
Program Manager, Microsoft 

Lakech Asfaw
Aberash Bahrie
Nasra Bile
Jena Bowen
Brittenee Buckner
Fuchsia-Rose Camacho
Tanela Chin

Gabriela Romero Contreras
Yadira Ramirez Cortes
Ayan Elmi
Haybe Fardusa
Nan Guan
Sara Hasan
Megan Howard

Ruihua Li
Kin Luu
Nicolas Mendoza
Dominique Miller
Kimberly Padilla
Shari D. Howard Powell
Veronica Quezada

Administrative Office
1930 Sixth Avenue South, Suite 401 Tel (206) 973-1810
Seattle, WA 98134  Fax (206) 260-8853

Early Head Start Office 
5333 15th Avenue South Tel (206) 767-8223
Seattle, WA 98108  Fax (206) 767-2919

Beacon Hill
3327 Beacon Avenue South Tel (206) 725-9740
Seattle, WA 98144 Fax (206) 725-9775

International District
801 South Lane Street Tel (206) 621-7880
Seattle, WA 98104 Fax (206) 
621-8814      

Rainier Beach
9061 Seward Park Avenue South  Tel (206) 721-0214
Building 16 Fax (206) 721-8025       
Seattle, WA 98118

Locations

2016 Board of Directors

2016 Policy Council
Zainab Shour
Gretchen Stanton
Marilyn Sugatan
Nelson Tang
Maureen Taton
Sherita Williams
Soraya Womack

Hanna Wondimu
Jing Xiang Yi
Hamsata Yosuf
Genet Zekarias 

Give to DLEC
Our children and families 
depend on your support.
To make a donation go to:
www.deniselouie.org/
get-involved/donate/


